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This study aims at purifying cultures and religions impurities of
misconceptions throughout honest and continuous co-operation among
researchers and professors all over the world by carrying out effective
researches to show the bright side of the image of the others’ culture and
religion in the text schoolbooks and to exchange points of view. It is
hoped that they will be able to deliver the results of these researches to
the people in charge so as to educate schools students the others’ correct
cultural bases. Such efforts will prepare them to live in peace with others
wherever they are.

This study also tries to find out the main reasons for creating such
misconceptions and their consequences to suggest solutions. These
misconceptions create feelings of fear of the other and implant hate and
racism. Such feelings might pave the way of misunderstanding which
leads to conflict and war instead of learning the culture of peace and the
acceptance of others’ culture and religion and to know the language of
dialogue.

This cultural dialogue of civilizations and its alliance sheds light on
the other points of view and corrects the distorted images of the others’
cultures in the media, in general, and at school textbooks, in private.
Dialogue is considered the natural result of cultures and civilizations
differences. According to the result of this cultural dialogue which based
on academic studies and common interests. Cooperation will prevail
between East and the West as well as between the North and South.
Dialogue means discovering the ego. Knowing the others and the
recognition of them and respecting the others and their culture and
learning from them on the basis of tolerance which characterizes both
secularism and religions.

In a secular society, religion is considered a cultural and social
phenomenon and part of the cultural heritage of such a society. It is part
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of the personal freedom of individuals. So, even in such a secular society,
religion should be respected.

Religions respect the intellectual, the cultural and personal freedom
of each individual, whether he is a believer or not. Both secularism and
religions admit that tolerance is an effective means to accept and respect
the other’s culture on mutual basis. Both sides should have the ability to
think in neutral and moderate way. The actual tolerance exists when
participants in dialogue know their own culture or religion as well as the
other culture or religion.

This study is concerned with highlighting the role of schools in
establishing mutual values and the right to disagree. It also emphasizes
the necessity to inspire with other and to accept the diversity of cultures.
This effort requires knowledge and understanding of both cultures or
religions in other meaning to understand your own culture or religion as
well as those of the others culture or religion. This knowledge is
considered a main task of the schools which educate and establish
tomorrow’s citizens.

Schools should introduce the others’ culture achievements and their
most important achieved historic events to the students by teaching them:
culture of peace.

Students should distinguish, throughout schoolbooks in general and
history book in private, between two words ‘to know’ and ‘to believe’.
Students’ knowledge about certain religion does not mean that they
believe in that religion but it‘ll help them understand and respect this
religion. He should learn how to respect the other’s religion. This
knowledge wouldn’t affect their personality or even their belief in any
case. The distinction between «to know» and «to believe» should be
part of the schools’ duties to introduce the other to school students. This
introduction should be presented to school students in its textual,
historical, geographical, social, religious, political and even military
contexts, etc. Considering these dimensions in representing this
information in the history book will give a clear image into the students
minds whom they will study the other’s culture and civilization.

Islamic civilization
All over the world, students learn at schools the history of civilizations

and read in the history textbooks chapters or pages on the Islamic Arabic
culture and civilization.

This paper attempts to study the way the Arab Islamic civilization is
presented to students in Uzbekistan and some other countries like France,
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Belgium, Poland, Hungry, Senegal, Kenya, Niger, Burkina Faso and Benin.
Is the image of Arabic-Islamic culture or civilization positive or negative
or neutral? In case it is negative, why should it be so?

Writers of History textbooks agree on the fact that the Islamic
civilization has not only preserved the cultural and scientific heritage of
the Greeks and Persians, but it has also developed and added to them.

In new history textbooks of the Russian Federation: Islam is «one
of the world religions which created an original culture» and in Tatarstan
we can read in some research concerning the new Tatar history textbooks
«the textbooks show a transition to the estimation that Islam is the
civilizational basis of formation for the Tatar nation», see Marat
Gibatdinov, «The image of Islam in Tatar and Russian history Textbooks»,
presented in the International Conference «The Muslim World through
the Lens of European Textbooks» organized by the Georg-Eckert Institute
for International Textbook Research. Braunschweig, Germany,
20.02.2006. In Uzbekistan, see seventh class, in France, see Histoire,
Géographie, edition 2001 fifth class (5e) of Magnard pp.28-31, Nathan
pp. 28-37, Belin pp.30-39, Hatier pp.38-43 and edition 1997 of fifth
class: Hachette pp. 26-28, et Bordas pp.34-35; edition 2005 of fifth class:
Hatier, Nathan, Hachette, Magnard, Bordas, Belin; in Belgium see
Histoire 2 edition Labor, 1994, pp. 160-193; in Poland, see Historia I
Spotecxenstwo, Elzbieta I Jerzy Centkowscy; in Kenya see Themes in
world History, Book 1, Longhom publishers 1999; History and
government, form two, pupils book, Kenya Literature Bureau, Nairobi,
1998; in Niger, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Benin see EDICEF 5e edition.
1994; EDICEF, CM1, CM2; Hatier terminale; Nathan 5e; Hatier 5e 1985
programme africain et malgache; Hatier 5e collection l’Afrique edition.
1999; Hatier 2002 collection l’Afrique; Nathan terminale).

In Uzbekistan, the study is based on a translation of the history
textbooks taught at the seventh and ninth classes. The Egyptian Embassy
in Uzbekistan has kindly taken care of the translation of these books in
2003. The writer of this paper tried in vain to know the details of the
books’ publication details. People in charge of the educational system
in Uzbekistan are most welcome to provide us with this details. In
Hungry , also the study is based on a translation of the history schoolbooks
by The Egyptian Embassy in Hungry in 2003 without the books’
publication details.

The reason of blossoming of the Islamic civilization is clear, Islamic
culture or civilization is based on the principles of freedom, brotherhood,
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equality, co-operation, interrelatedness, tolerance, dialogue, peace and
encouragement of the use of reason and science. These principles are deeply
rooted in the religion of Islam and they are emphasized in the Qur’an:

«There is no compulsion in religion» 2/256 and «Give alms», «Whoever
forgives and reforms is rewarded by Allah», «Read», «All-Wise», «All-
knowing», «Source of Peace» «Oh, Mankind! We have created you from
a male and a female, and a male, made you into nations and tribes, that
you may know one another» Quran 49/13. The last verse includes the
principles of brotherhood, equality, dialogue and recognizing the other.

The above mentioned Islamic principles reflect values on which
worldwide ancient and contemporary civilizations were based. Islam
called to these principles fourteen centuries ago, and the Muslims abode
by them because they understood them and, thus, presented to mankind
the Arabic Islamic civilization in its bright image that conforms to the
principles, teachings, and spirit of Islam which call to openness not
seclusion, and to peace not to conflict.

Civilization means advancement, progress, civility, and applies to a
group of characteristics, phenomena, and gains which characterize a given
society in all, social, art cultural, linguistic, scientific, technological
aspects, it also means the way of life of a given society in terms of its
food, dress, housing, transport, work, ruling, education, etc.

It is noticed from the above mentioned definition of civilization that
the concepts of advancement, civility, and knowledge contradict with
the concepts of conflict and war which are reiterated by some people in
the East or the West.

The Islamic civilization flourished between eighth and thirteenth
centuries – in the European middle ages – and preserved for humanity
the Greek and Persian heritage, as well as the heritage of other
civilizations. Islam is the core of this civilization.

It is not accidental that the first Qur’anic Verses, according to Muslim
scholars, are: {Read in the Name of your Lord who created and brought
everything into being. Created man from a clinging organism. Read:
and realize that your God is most generous. Who taught with the pen.
He taught man what did not occur to his mind} 96/1-5.

It is evidently clear that these Verses clarify the aims, characteristics,
and bases of the Islamic civilization, since reading is the key to knowledge
and learning. It is also noticed that reading is mentioned in the form of
an imperative ‘verb’, and drew the Muslims’ attention to the concepts of
creation, creativity, production, and utilizing reading and writing by
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referring to their means, i.e., the pen. Indeed, the inevitable result of
reading and writing is gaining knowledge.

Reference to knowledge was repeated three times in the above-
mentioned verses in the form of a verb, i.e., denoting action versus words.
Religion, with its teachings and morals, together with science represent
the backbone of civilization and culture in general.

Have the authors of textbooks of history in Europe and non-Islamic
countries been aware of these verses and many others when they
addressed themselves in their books to the Islamic civilization in general
and Islam in particular?

Negative image of Islam
Despite that the image of Islamic civilization is bright in the

textbooks of history in European and some other countries, the image
of Islam is contrary to this; its image is negative in the textbooks of
history which are taught in European and non-Islamic countries in
general, as it presents the Islam from a terrorist perspective. Though
these books presented the Islamic civilization as vivid, yet, they presented
Islam as a religion of terrorism. It is so odd to glorify the Islamic culture
and demean its foundation, i.e., the religion of Islam.

Is the negative image of Islam a general phenomenon in the history
textbooks in the European, Asian, African, American countries or in
general in the non Islamic countries? Is this negative image a part of the
drama of civilization conflict? Why do the specialists on both sides not
discuss this negative image within the frame of the dialogue between
civilizations?

It is so strange when you glorify the Islamic Arabic civilization, then
debase its foundation, i.e., Islam, and describe the principles of Islam as
contradictory to the principles of civilization.

It is axiomatic that the flourishing bright civilization that is based on
a religion reflects that this religion has noble and sublime principles
such as freedom, equality, solidarity, tolerance, and access to other
cultures. And in fact, Islam values mind and knowledge. These principles
are clearly manifested in various Qur’anic verses that manifest them
and call upon man to think and seek knowledge.

Can a history teacher or a historian in the East or in the West imagine
the possibility of establishing a flourishing civilization on a religion
whose principles, teachings, and fundamentals contradict the principles,
teachings, and fundamentals of civilization? So. Why should some
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schools present the culture of radicalism instead of the culture of peace?
What interest does this serve?

This study or exchange of opinions and information does not
underestimate the capability of authors in France or in Europe or in
other parts of the world. This applies also to the French or European
schools in general. To the contrary, such a dialogue enriches cultures.

In many countries, and for example, in France, students study the
Islamic civilization in the fifth and second classes. In the fifth class, a
whole chapter is devoted to this civilization in the textbook of history.
The textbook is written by a group of teachers of history and geography,
and the different publishing houses present the Islamic civilization as a
flourishing bright civilization for several centuries, and the Arab cities
such as Baghdad, Damascus, Cairo, and Cordoba served as beacons of
knowledge and culture from the eighth to the thirteenth centuries A.D.

We can read in these textbooks sentences such as «In the middle
ages, the sciences of medicine, mathematics, geography, and astrology
were highly advanced in Muslim countries compared to their status in
Western Europe … And the Islamic city was a trade centre, and
knowledge, citadels, and schools were very common» (France: Bordas
fifth class 1997 pp. 34-35).

Some books add some Arabic concepts and inventions using the
Arabic names like: Algebra, coffee, magazine, sugar, zero.

(Senegal, Nathan terminale p. 219). It seems that the authors of the
chapter devoted to the Islamic civilization in history textbooks do not
distinguish between Islam as a religion and the habits and traditions
which were, and still, common in some Islamic countries for a long time
before Islam.

Sometimes, these textbooks do not distinguish between Islam and
the behavior of some radical Muslims, or that of some Muslim politicians
who utilize the religion for some political or personal purposes.

Islam, as Christianity and Judaism, or any other non-heavenly religion,
is clear of the acts of violence and transgressions which are committed
in its name.

The study of some concepts such as Islam as a religion of submission
– in the negative sense, the Image of the Prophet Muhammad, Revelation,
Caliph ship, the Black Stone, Jihad, the Sheria, i.e., Islamic Law,
polygamy, Hijab, the inheritance of males and females, punishment in
the history textbooks in Europe or non-Islamic countries clearly shows
that some authors of those books, be they teachers or historians, perhaps
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have wrong presuppositions on Islam.
This may be traced back to the Crusades, or to the fact that authors

mix Islam as a religion with the local habits and traditions common in
the Muslim countries for a long time, that they mix Islam as a religion
with the behavior of some radical Muslims, or that they rely on
unauthentic references or inaccurate translations. And some of them may
prefer to focus on military dimension of the text and neglect the textual,
historical, geographical, social, cultural, or political context of the Arabic
text or the Qur’anic verse.

Ashmawy F. mentioned that most countries commend their history
in their textbooks, and condemn and defame other’s history. (The image
of the other in the textbooks in the West and Islamic countries,
unpublished study).

Some authors of history textbooks in non-Islamic countries may view
the terrorist acts committed by Muslim radicals or some Islamic groups
or individuals through the Islamic history in some specific circumstances
as mirroring of Jihad in Islam.

Jihad
Some history textbooks in European and other countries present Jihad

as an aggression against non-Muslims to force them to adopt Islam. Here
we prefer to study the concept of Jihad in Arabic language and in Islam
before reviewing what is being stated in the textbooks in these countries.

Many languages borrowed this concept from Arabic, a procedure
which was accompanied by distorting the Arabic-Islamic meaning of
the word, which, in turn, distorted the image of Islam.

The meaning of Jihad in Arabic is to exert an effort, to combat one’s
whims and desires to be a good citizen in a Moslem country or in non
Moslem country, and the meaning of the imperative verb Jahid is to
exert an mental effort. The Qur’an mentioned the word Jihad preceded
by its verb-root in the imperative form directed to the Prophet
Muhammad: «So, do not obey the infidels and jahid  exert by it i.e. the
Qur’an, jihad a big effort». Jihad here means arguing using evidences
and rationale, which requires exerting a mental effort and presenting
evidences and proofs. It is argument which is required here not violence,
since arguing means using reasoning and wisdom, and the verb Jahid
means to exert a mental effort for persuading non-Muslims to embrace
the teachings of Islam. The verse then used the phrase ‘by it’ meaning
«by the Qur’an and the signs mentioned in it that call upon man to reflect
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on this world, its creatures, and how they were created. Al-Tabary said
expounding this Verse: «And exert with them using this Qur’an a big
effort, ... Ibn Abbas said: By it means by the Qur’an, and some said by
Islam» (Interpretation of the Qur’an by Al-Tabary).

The Qur’an made clear how to discuss and argue with non-Muslims,
and made incumbent on Muslims to respect the manners of conversation
which entail respecting others’ opinions and their right of expressing
themselves, according to the instruction of the Verse «Call to your Lord’s
path with wisdom and good exhortation, and argue with them in the best
manner»16/125.

The Qur’an commands Muhammad to call to this religion using
reasoning and wisdom, and commands him also to argue in the best
manner. So, ‘Jihad by the Qur’an’ must be understood as a call, dialogue,
and discussion based on freedom, respect, and good, free of violence,
interaction. This kind of Jihad described in the Verse is called the major
Jihad.

On the other hand, Jihad which is perceived in the West as violence
and murder and which is utilized by some radical Muslims in the past
and present contradicts the teachings of Islam. This kind of Jihad which
is known in Islam as the minor Jihad is only legalized for the sake of
defending on the collective level if the attacked is the state. The one
who announces Jihad is the ruler of the Muslim state to deter aggression
not to attack others. This kind of action is called in the European and
International law the right of self defense.

No Muslim is permitted to threat another person, be he a Muslim or
non-Muslim, individual or a state.

The Qur’an forbids aggression against others, and only approves the
defense, as it says:» And fight in the cause of God those who fight you,
and do not transgress, as God loves not transgressors» 2/190. The
imperative form of the verb ‘fight’ is directed to Muslims, and is restricted
only to the case of being under attack. That is, the Qur’an prohibited
aggression.

The Qur’an emphasizes the human right to live and speaks about
illegally killing one human being, whether a Muslim or a non-Muslim,
as killing all people on earth. Whoever saves the life of a human being,
whether a Muslim or a non-Muslim, is as good as saving the life of all
human beings 5/32. This verse shows how much Islam sanctifies the
lives of the other. It also indicates that Islam protects the human life.
Most battles at the time of the Prophet Muhammad, such as the battles
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of Badr, Ohud and Al-Ahzab, took place near the city of Medina because
of the non-believing Meccans’ aggressions against Muslims. The
Meccans have previously expelled Muslims form Mecca.

Muslim scholars agreed in the past and present on that the relationship
between Muslims and non-Muslims is built in principle on peace not
war. Hence, Muslims at the time of the Messenger did not fight but for
self defense, deterring an offensive act, or launching a preventive battle
against an enemy preparing to attack them. Muslims did never breach an
agreement holding between them and their neighbors at the time of the
Messenger Muhammad.

Muslims only fought those who concluded agreements with Muslims
then breached them, as happened with the people pf Mecca when they
breached their treaty with the Messenger Muhammad, and with some
Jews of Medina who breached their treaty with the Muslims and helped
the Meccan enemies who launched an attack against Muslims during
the battle of Al-khandaq (the Trench). Muslims were always keen on
spreading Islam by reasoning, persuasion, and respecting other’s freedom,
and worked hard towards living in peace.

Peace In Islam
In Islam, peace is the basis of relationship between Muslims and

non-Muslims. Other Verses which urge Muslims to fight the non-Muslims
are linked to historical, geographical, religious, social, and political
contexts. These contexts show clearly that Muslims only fought for self-
defense or to prevent a war against them. Peace can be smelt and felt in
the word Islam, whose root consists of three letters S L M, which means
in all Semitic Languages peace, safety, and security. Islam highly
sanctified peace, as it is a one of God’s names which is mentioned in the
Qur’an accompanied by the holy name «The All-Holy, the Peace»59/
23. The night in which the Qur’an was revealed was named the night of
peace,97/5 and Islam, in order to stress spreading peace in the world,
made the word peace repeated in every prayer, and made the greetings
of Muslims: Peace be upon you.

The concept of Jihad in history textbooks in some countries
In Russia, History textbooks present Jihad as a pillar of Islam and as a

holy war launched in the cause of religion, and claim that Islam permits its
followers to launch a holy war against the infidels, and that Muslims rid
themselves of their opponents by driving them out and killing them. See:
Al-Mansy A. The image of Islam in history textbooks in Russia.
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Unpublished study: Bonamaryuf history textbook for the sixth class, page
75; Agibalufa history textbook for the sixth class, pages 77, 79; history
textbook for the sixth class, pages 91, 96. Fedeoshken history textbook
for the sixth class p.91; Fedeoshken history textbook for the seventh
class, pages 273; Falobef history textbook for the tenth class, pages 38,
40.

Marat Gibatdinov, «The image of Islam in Tatar and Russian history
Textbooks», presented in the International Conference «The Muslim
World through the Lens of European Textbooks» organized by the Georg-
Eckert Institute for International Textbook Research. Braunschweig,
Germany, 20.02.2006: «Islam is represented only in connection with
negative phenomena – with wars, invasion and conquest. Muslims, as a
rule, are pictured as aggressors («History of Russia», and «History of
the Motherland»). The author adds «Modern history mention of Islam is
frequently made in the context of the «new threats» only, – connecting
Islam with migrants, separatism, «the conflict of civilizations» and
terrorism».

The chapter on Islam in the history book taught at the ninth class in
Uzbekistan says that Muslims in seventh and eighth centuries used Call
to the Lord’s path with wisdom and good exhortation and power to force
non-Moslems to embrace Islam.

Studies which surveyed the history textbooks in some countries
showed that they link Jihad to aggression for spreading Islam by force,
and define Jihad as a holy war. But Muslims did not know the term ‘holy
war’ before the Crusades. We can read Some examples for jihad from
some textbooks in some countries.

Studies of Jihad in Textbooks in France and some other countries
edition before and after 2005

Before 2005, history teacher who wrote the chapter on Islamic
civilization for the fifth class and the history of the Crusades for the
second class, in the textbooks published by different publishing houses
in France focused on some Islamic topics, of which Jihad comes first.
The concept of Jihad has been distorted in those books. It seems that the
authors of these chapters for the publishing houses: Hatier, Nathan,
Magnard, Hachette, Bordas, Belin mix the historical events with the
Qur’anic verses or with some parts of them and present them isolated
from their historical, geographical, religious, cultural, social, and political
contexts and reasons of revelation. And mix all this with their
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presupposition on Islam which stemmed from a cultural heritage that
needs to be filtered. Moreover, they link all this to the misbehavior of
some radical Muslims who resort to violence, and to the campaign that
is launched by the Western media against Islam. Jihad is presented in
textbooks from a military perspective only, and the Prophet Muhammad
is also presented as a warmonger who spreads Islam by force. Perhaps,
some authors do not pay any attention to the historical, geographical,
religious, cultural, social, and political contexts.

The Verses are presented without explanation, and without putting
them in their proper contexts which may lead the students and the teachers
to misunderstand the Verses. Also some defensive acts of the Messenger
Muhammad and some Islamic historical events are presented isolated
from their textual, Qur’anic, historical, geographical, cultural, social,
political, and military contexts. This is due to misunderstanding resulting
from presuppositions based on the Crusades, the history of the Ottoman
Empire, imperialist conflicts, the media campaign against Arab and
Islamic culture, the acts of terrorists and some other Islamic groups and
some individuals through history, and focusing on the military dimension
and neglecting other dimensions. Then they link all this to Islam. Some
of these errors result from inaccurate translations from Arabic into other
languages or relying on inauthentic references. There is a tendency to
presenting Jihad in Islam as an aggression or a holy war launched for
spreading Islam or defending it.

We can read «The expansion of the Muslim world. The Islamic
Law permits war to defend and spread Islam. This is the holy war. Jihad».
See in France: History textbook for the second class (2de) published by
Belin 2001, page, 64. See also: History textbook for the second class,
published by Nathan 2001, pages 84, and 299, history textbook for the
fifth class (5e), published by Nathan 2001, page 30, textbook for the
fifth class, published by Magnard, 2001, page 25, textbook for the second
class, published by Bordas 2001 page 94, textbook for the fifth class,
published by Hatier 2001 page 36.

See also history textbooks in other countries: in Belgium, Histoire 2
edition Labor, 1994 pp. 156, 158; see also history textbooks in Niger,
Senegal, Burkina Faso, Benin: EDICEF 5e ed. 1994 pp.16 et 20, 53,68,
82; EDICEF, CM1, CM2 p.19, Hatier terminale pp.508, 512, 515, Nathan
5e pp.38,40-41, Hatier 5e 1985 programme africain et malgache p. 17,
Hatier 5e collection l’Afrique ed. 1999, Hatier 2002 collection l’Afrique
pp.20,22,24, Nathan terminale pp.183, 186, 216, Hachette 1987 pp.14-
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15; in Kenya: Themes in world History, Book 1, Longhom publishers
1999 pp.82-84; History and government, form two, pupils book, revised
edition, Kenya Literature Bureau, Nairobi, 1998 pp. 3, 153; history
textbooks in Hungry; in Poland: Historia I Spotecxenstwo, Elzbieta I
Jerzy Centkowscy pp 80-81; Katarzyna Gorak- Sosnowska, «Perception
and misperception of Islam and Muslims in Polish textbooks», presented
in the International Conference «The Muslim World through the Lens
of European Textbooks» organized by the Georg-Eckert Institute for
International Textbook Research. Braunschweig, Germany, 20.02.2006:
G.Kucharczyk, P. Milcarek, M.Robak... Cywilizacja starozytnosci i
sredniowiecza, WsiP, Warszawa 2002 p 162.

In England, The books link Jihad in Islam to terrorism and radicalism.
10% of the books surveyed give a negative image to Arabs and Muslims.
See The image of Arabs and Muslims in textbooks in Britain.
Unpublished study by Ministry of Education, Saudi Arabia,
Administration for Education: Examining Religions, 1999: Islam, p. 154;
Religions in the World, 2002, p.61.

In Germany, Austria, Italy
Textbooks in these countries focus on spreading Islam by force, and

presents Jihad as a holy war for spreading Islam.
In Austria  See Mansour, M. The image of Islam and Moslems in

history textbooks in Austria, Unpublished study.
Austria: Hammerschild, H. / Öller, P. / Wolfgang, P.: Geschichte live

2. von der Urgeschichte bis zum Mittelalter. 3. Auflage, Wien 2002;
Ferschmann, S. / Hitz, H. / Kuschnigg, W. U.a.: Geschichte kompakt. 2.
Klasse. Wien 1994, Naschdruck 1999; Böchle, R. / Helmuth, I. /
Kuschnigg, W. U.a.: Faszination Geschichte 1. für die 6. Schulstufe.
Wien 2003; Lemberger, M.: Durch die Vergangenheit zur Gegenwart 2.
Wien 2001; Lemberger, M.: Durch die Vergangenheit zur Gegenwart 2.
Rätsel- und Lernheft. Wien 2001.

In Germany See Mansour, M. The image of Islam and Moslems in
history textbooks in Germany, Unpublished study: Bremm, Bernhard
u.a.: Kursbuch Geschichte – Rheinland-Pfalz. Cornelsen. Berlin 4. Aufl.
2004; Hartl, Martin u.a. (Hrsg.): Mensch und Raum 7. Cornelsen. Berlin
4. Aufl. 2005.

In Italy  Ramadhan S. Islam in history textbooks in Italy, Unpublished
study: Capitolo del libro della storia per la seconda classe della scuola
elementare, casa editrice la scuola, 1996, p. 248; Gli autori del libro
della storia programmato per la quatra classe della scuola elementare,
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Nuovissimo edizione 1992.
In Greece, Textbooks claim that Jihad is a holy war, and that it is the

sixth pillar of Islam. See Radhwan, T. The image of Islam in history
textbooks in Greece. Unpublished study.

Papers of Greece, Austria, Italy, England, France edition 2001, Poland,
Hungry submitted to the conference of Arab-European Dialogue – The
image of the Arab-Islamic culture in European textbooks, Cairo, 12-14
Dec. 2004.

In Spain, Textbooks claim that Jihad is one of the pillar of Islam. See
Siri Abdulatef, The image of Islam in history textbooks in Spain.
Unpublished study; Aly El menoufi, Aly Elbamby The Image of the Arab-
Islamic Culture in European Textbooks – Spain as model. Unpublished
study: AAVV, Historia (1er Ciclo), Madrid, santillana, 1998 p.93.

M. Burgos Alonso y otros, Historia, 1er Ciclo, Anaya, Madrid, 2001;
Véase José Sanchez y otros, Ciencica socales, geografia-historia (2)
secundaria, ed. Sm, Madrid, 2002, p.132.

In U.S.A. American students read in some textbooks that Jihad is a
holy war for spreading Islam by force. The World and its Peoples
textbook, 654 pages, pp.222-223; World Cultures textbook, Prentice Hall,
2001 p.92.

These books link Islam to terrorism, and more than 27% of the
textbooks surveyed gives a negative image to Arabs and Muslims
according to the unpublished study ‘The image of the Arabs and Muslims
in textbooks in U.S.A.’ prepared by: General Administration for
Educational Research. Ministry of Education, Saudi Arabia. Submitted
to the conference of Arab-European Dialogue – The image of the Arab-
Islamic culture in European textbooks, Cairo, 12-14 Dec. 2004.

In Israel, Textbooks link Arabs, Muslims, and the Palestinians to
terrorism, and call militant Zionist acts before 1948 a struggle, and claim
that the pillars of Islam are laid down by the Orthodox Caliphs, and
ignore the Qur’anic verses which mention these pillars and assure that
the Qur’an is a Heavenly Book as the Torah and the Bible. See
unpublished study prepared by Imam, S. «How is the history of Islam
and Muslim taught in the Israeli textbooks?». See also the unpublished
study prepared by the general Administration for Educational Research,
Ministry of Education, Saudi Arabia «The image of Arabs and Muslims
in the Israeli textbooks» show that 82% of these books give a negative
image to the Arabs, Muslims, and Islam.
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In China and Hong Kong, The Chinese textbooks focused on that
Muhammad and his followers attacked Mecca and destroyed all the idols
there except for one idol named Allah. See Al-Nufaili, S. The image of
Islam in history textbooks in Hong Kong. Unpublished study. As-Saeed,
W. The image of Islam in history textbooks in China. Unpublished study.

In the Philippines, Textbooks claim that Muhammad relied on holy
wars for spreading Islam and defending it. See Abu-Atiyya, A. The image
of Islam in history textbooks in the Philippines. Unpublished study.

In Argentina, Venezuela, History textbooks say that Jihad means
spreading Islam by force, and that it is a pillar of Islam. See Abdur-
Rahman, J. The image of Islam in history textbooks in Argentina,
Venezuela, and Mexico. Unpublished study.

In Tanzania: Textbooks claim that Muhammad and his Caliphs launched
Jihad or holy war against non-Muslims, and that Muslims killed and drove
out the inhabitants of East African Coast to force them to embrace Islam.
See Marzouq, A. The image of Islam in history textbooks in Tanzania.
Unpublished study. This is an erroneous piece of historical information, as
historians agree that Islam spread in East Africa through trade.

In Guinea: Students read in history textbooks that Jihad is incumbent
on Muslims to make the people allover the world embrace Islam. See
Mandour, S. The image of Islam in history textbooks in Guinea.
Unpublished study.

Studies of Jihad in Textbooks in France and some other countries,
editions after 2004

In 1999 and 2000, the author of this paper has done some research
work on the 1997 edition of the French History book taught at the fifth
class. In his research the author concluded that the mentioned books has
presented the Arab Islamic civilization objectively whereas Islam,
Muslims and Arabs were presented negatively through emerging
misconceptions about Islamic Jihad, caliphate, revelation, black stone,
the image of the Prophet Muhammad, Islamic law or Islam as a religion
of submission yielding in the negative sense of the word. These books
also spoke negatively about the status of women in Islam through the
wrong presentation of polygamy. It also presented Islamic law of
inheritance as unfair to women and tied Islamic jihad up to extremism
and terrorism. The writer of this study raised this question: How such a
flourishing civilization could lean on such a negative religion and produce
such a positive civilization?
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The Arab Islamic civilization flourished on the basis of the Islamic
instructions. This fact proves that Islam has noble and civilized principles
that appear in so many Qur’anic verses which highlight universal values
such as freedom, brotherhood, equality, co-operation, tolerance in relation
to the others’ cultures. It is based on reason and the objectivity of
knowledge, justice and peace.

It is worth nothing here that this study on the 1997 edition of the
History Books was sent to the publishers responsible for issuing these
books. Another research on the same edition was done in the light of the
civilization dialogue before the publication of the 2001 edition. The
results of these researches were discussed with the people in charge of
the educational process in France. They were also sent to the publishers
before issuing the 2005 edition of the books.

A comparative study of the 1997 edition and the 2001 edition of the
mentioned books indicated that some corrections have been appeared
on the pages of the books. These correction appeared as a result of co-
operation among authors of the history books, the concerned publishing
houses, the French ministry of education, the European institute for
religion studies which was founded by the Ministry of Education in
France in 2002 after a panel discussion on the same topic on 13th of
February 2002. This panel discussion was held at the Egyptian Cultural
Center in Paris.

The supervisor of the History Subject at the French Ministry of
Education attended this panel discussion. Some authors, publishers,
Professors of History at the French universities and some History school
teachers also attended this discussion. Head of the French History
Teachers Association, which includes thousands of History and
Geography teachers and professors in France also attended. In March
2002, the French Ministry of Education decided to establish the European
Institute for Religious studies. The main task of this institute is to revise
the information related to revealed religions in the History, Geography,
Literature, Philosophy and Foreign Languages. This institute is directed
by Professor Piere Lory, Professor of Arabic literature and Islamic Studies
at Sorbonne university.

In December 2004, UNESCO, Arab League, the European Council,
ISESCO, Egyptian Ministry of higher education, the Swedish Institute
in Alexandria, organized the following conference: Arab-European
Dialogue – The image of the Arab-Islamic culture in European textbooks,
Cairo, 12-14 Dec. 2004. This conference was organized in collaboration
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with the embassies of Saudi Arabia and UAE in Cairo. A representative
of the French Belin Publishing House also participated in the conference.
Professor Lory sent the results of the conference to the French Ministry
of Education and to the French publishing houses.

The complete or partial modification of the concept of Jihad started
in some new editions of some books. The correct presentation of the
concept of jihad is realized in some books such as Belin fifth class,
edition 2005 p.30 where he states that the major jihad is fighting oneself
on the way of believing in God, and the minor jihad is legal battle in
defense of Islam, and offers two verses to indicate that. On top of that, it
seems that the author has forgotten the correction in page 35 where he
says that the major Jihad is the combined effort of Muslims to increase
the size of their territory as presented by Nathan’s book. Nathan fifth
class 2005 page 34. The next definition of Jihad: Major Jihad is the
effort exerted by every believer to be righteous, and the minor Jihad is
the fight defending Islam and spreading it. In page 42 under the title
Jihad the Holy War, the author presents a historical text by Al Sulami in
the 12th century which urges the Muslims to defend themselves against
crusaders as presented by Magnard second class, 2005 p. 93, Hachette
histoire second class 2001 p. 109 and Bréal second class 2005 p. 106
and 2001 page 125. Passages quoted from Al Sulami’s text in their
historical and belligerent context, helped in making clear the meaning
of Jihad in Islam i.e. defending oneself.

Its also worth noting that some passages from Al Sulami’s text were
incompletely presented, or were quoted out of their context in some
books printed in 2001 such as Magnard histoire second class page 73
and fifth class page 25, Bordas second class p.86. These deformed the
meaning of Jihad saying it as an aggression against the non believers to
drive them out of their homes.

The writer of this passage considered the presentation of the context
of Jihad in the book Breal second class edition 2005 page 109 as a partial
correction of the meaning of Jihad, where he described in his historical
and belligerent context: «Jihad is a battle being fought by Muslims against
evil». Then it took the meaning of a battle against non believers. The
author has forgotten to explain that the battle against non believers in
Islam and according to Quran is defensive in its nature. The same author
was just when he pointed out in p. 94 the relation between Islam, Quran
and progress of Islamic civilization. Islamic civilization flourished in
the 12th century because of the fusion between belief in God and practical
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application of Quranic teachings. After this testimony, the students read
eleven verses from the Quran comprising of the concepts of Quran and
heavenly doctrines, prayers, alms, the earth, heaven, water, life and
dialogue between human beings. The students realize the religious
concepts, life, solidarity, universe, science and dialogue which help
human beings to live together in peace. It should be noted that the second
class edition of Bréal book second class 2001 p. 98-99 and 122, never
mentioned the link between Islamic civilization, belief in God and
practical application of Quranic teachings in the 2001 edition, dealt with
sins and punishment. In the 2005 edition, the author continues his speech
about pilgrimage. In p. 95, the book quotes Ibn Jubayr who lived in the
12th century speaking about pilgrimage in Islam as a congregation which
is parallel to non except the day of resurrection. This explanation adds
some spiritual dimension to pilgrimage.

Some books continued with partial correction of the Jihad. Page 35
and 43 of Hachette’s book fifth class edition indicate that Jihad in the
first place means start of defending Islam, then it took the meaning of a
holy war. Magnard second class edition 2005 states Jihad in its historical
context during the war against crusaders in the 12th century and he says
that Jihad led to the unification of Muslims and showed their brotherhood.
On p. 90, the author mentions six Quranic verses which speaks about
the Creator, heavenly religions, heaven, earth wisdom, science, justice,
tolerance, mercy, brotherhood, salvation, instruct righteousness and
prohibit wrong deeds. French teachers as well as students will be able to
notice that the past Quranic contexts which are not religiously, represent
common international values.

Bréal second class edition 2005 p. 115, describes a notion of a
Christian author in the 12th century concerning Prophet Muhammad. He
says that Prophet Muhammad after enacting circumcision, allowed all
sorts of immoralities to happen to mankind. In the same page, the author
presents a Muslim notion of a Christian practice and he is amazed by
their worshipping Jesus and his mother. The author gives a balanced
critical views of the two religions towards each other. The author
mentioned their historical or belligerent concepts and with that he has
been neutral in presenting the texts in its context. The author never
offended feelings of the students believers of the two religions. It is to
be noted also that this negative portrayal of the two religions in the 12th

century was one of the major reasons of the fight against crusaders.
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Recent studies indicated that in some new editions of history books,
the words aggression and expansion have been omitted in their definition
of Jihad. These words were present in the 1997 edition.

See Hatier fifth class edition 2001 p. 36, Hatier 2 second class edition
p. 100, Hatchette fifth class edition 2002 p. 31 and fifth class edition
2005 p. 35, 43.

On p. 36 of Hatier fifth class 2001 edition, students read that Jihad is
a holy war for Muslims and in general, it means an effort to defend
Islam. Hachette says that in the beginning, Jihad meant defending Islam,
then it was synonymously used to mean a holy war.

In p. 36 of Hatier fifth class 2005 edition, we notice that Jihad is
defined as a war to expand Islam and in general, it means the effort
exerted to strengthen it, then it adds that Jihad is a holy war. Readers
will realize that the definition of Jihad in the same book in the 2001
edition is considered closer in meaning to its correct definition more
than in the 2005 edition. This happens in spite of several contacts and
sending of several studies to the officials responsible in all levels giving
the correct definition of Jihad or a closer definition in other latest editions.

Presentation of some verses are still far from the context available in
some of the latest editions. See 2001 and 2005 editions, Hachette’s fifth
class edition p. 34, Bordas fifth class edition 2005 p. 34, Nathan’s fifth
class edition 2005 p. 34 and Hatier’s 2 second class edition 2001 p. 89.

Previous books present the following verses without explanation and
gave it out of context. This makes both the teachers and the students
have a wrong understanding of the verses.

«Fight those who do not believe in God and the Last Day, who do not
prohibit what God and His Messenger have prohibited, who do not
embrace the right religion among those who received the Book, until
they pay tribute by hand, in acknowledgement of submission»: 9/29
(History textbook second class Nathan edition, France, 2001, page 86).
Such Verse are presented without commentary, so, the students and the
teacher understand that Islam or God commands Muslims to fight non-
Muslims to embrace Islam, whereas this understanding is totally
contradictory to the principles, teachings, and spirit of Islam. The
commandment in this Verse is directed to Muslims to fight the infidels
of Mecca who attacked the Muslims, and «the people who received the
Book» means some of the Jews of Medina who breached their treaty
with the Muslims and united with the infidels in the Battle of Al-Ahzab.
However, the Muslims continued to peacefully deal with the rest of the
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Jews of Medina. The Prophet Muhammad himself died and his armor
was kept in pledge with a Jew in Medina.

In addition to this, we should note that Quran honors a Muslim and a
non Muslim, and doesn’t permit humiliation of humanity. The Quran
dictated the principle of honoring human being honoring a Muslim and
a non Muslim. «Indeed, We have honored mankind» Quran 17/70.

On p. 34, Nathan fifth class 1997 edition, he omitted the verse which
he preceded it after he but dots instead of some words and this led to the
distortion of the meaning of the verses after he presented it under the
title «Document 2 on Jihad»: It reads: «I will forgive the sins … of those
who have killed or were killed, and I will let them enter paradise under
which rivers flow, a reward from God, and with God is the best of
rewards». This verse, distorted, is preceded with a work of art, from
fifteenth century, painting and it shows an Arab fighter riding a horse
and attacking people with a sword while the people are in the defense
position. The title of the picture is «The Arabic invasion».

The author painted Islam in a military uniform through this picture
to support his words. He misstated the meaning of the above mentioned
verse through omitting some words which helps the reader to understand
the real meaning of this Quranic verse. The complete verse reads:

(So, their Lord accepted their supplications and answered them: Never
will I allow to be lost the work of any of you be he male or female, you
are one of another. So those who emigrated and were driven out from
their homes and suffered harm in my cause and fought and were killed,
verily, I will remit from them their evil deeds and admit them into
paradises under which rivers flow, a reward from God and with God is
the best reward) Quran 3/195.

The author omitted the above underlined words and they represent the
first half of the verse, then the part of the second half. The dots which
were put by the history book author between two brackets replaces an
important part of the verse: «Those who emigrated and were driven out
from their homes and suffered harm in my cause». A reading of the full
text indicates that the Muslims who fought the enemies and were killed
and they were the victims since they were forced out of their homes and
were subjected to torture because of being Muslims and for this reason,
they fought in defense of themselves, their homes and their freedom.

Nathan’s fifth class edition 2001 p. 30, Hatier 2 second class edition
2001 p. 89 and fifth class p. 37, Belin fifth class edition 2001 p.27,
Magnard fifth class edition 2005 p.30, and Hatier fifth class 2005 edition
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p.36. All present the following Quranic verses are also concerned with
Jihad, (Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home) except
those who are disabled (by injury or are blind or lame etc), and those
who strive hard and fight in the cause of God with their wealth and their
lives. God has preferred in grades those who strive hard and fight with
their wealth and their lives above those who sit (at home). Unto each,
God has promised good (paradise), but God has preferred those who
strive hard and fight above those who sit by a great reward. Degrees of
higher grades from him and forgiveness and mercy. And God is ever
forgiving, most merciful) 4/95-96.

The fifth class 2005 of Nathan’s book p.34 presents three verses from
the Quran associated with Jihad but it is mentioned without explaining
or putting them in their right contexts. This gives the students a
understanding that Quran prefers Jihad as a means of aggression.

Jihad is considered as a common constituent in the French textbooks
studied and its still presented in distorted form that is the terrorism and
extremism point of views.

Quranic verses and Muslims stance in the early period of Islam are
considered the principle of Islam and they express the spirit and teachings
of Islam and Arabic culture. The other verses which urge Muslims to
fight non Muslims should be read in their right context whether historical,
geographical, social or political without concentrating on the military
context alone.

The same thing applies to any other text map, picture, a questionnaire
or any question about the text can lead the student to understand the
opposite of the mentioned text.

Islam spread through trade in East Africa and East Asia where
Indonesia the country with he largest Muslim population is situated. It
spread in North Africa by conquest. Here we have to distinguish between
some Muslim governors who used Jihad to enlarge their empire, and the
teachings principles and the spirit of Islam. We should also distinguish
between historical events and the teachings and principles of Islam as
we should also distinguish between Jihad and terrorist acts or between
Muslims and those who commit terrorist acts in the name of Islam or
those who use Islam to acquire their political goals.

The principles of Islam and its spirit, are considered to be principles
and international values in today’s world. Islam guaranteed freedom of
beliefs and thoughts and the Prophets behavior was characterized by
indulgence and clemency when in control «God rewards those who
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forgive others and reform». The following verse demonstrates Islam’s
interest in brotherhood between human beings and the principle of
equality and openness towards each other, dialogues and importance of
acquaintance. The verse says: «O mankind! We have created you from a
male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes that you may
know one another» 49/13.

Knowing each other, comes through dialogue and openness towards
each other and the knowledge of the other party its culture, and respecting
it. This acceptance should be from both sides. It also symbolizes one of
the pillars of Islam which is alms (paying zakat). This represents the
principles of co-operation in a society. The preceding Islamic principles
are considered to be bases which were relied upon by ancient world
civilization as well as the modern one. Islam advocated this values and
principles since 14 centuries ago and the early Muslims applied these
principles because they understood them. They provided humanity with
Arabic and Islamic civilization in its honorable image, a civilization
styled with principles teachings and spirit of Islam which calls for
openness and not a closed society, Islam preaches peace and not conflict.

The school books were supposed to present the verses which are
considered to be the Islamic principles or the verses which prohibit
aggression and make defense legal, or presenting the verses that permit
Jihad in their context, Islam is innocent of violence, attacks and terrorism.

Presentation of Jihad in History textbooks in its extremism context,
might lead Islam to be associated with terrorism and this might lead
some students (Muslims) and especially those who fail in their schools
to be victims in the hands of the terrorists.

The world is in the battle against terrorism which claims lives of
thousands of innocent people and cause damages worth billions of dollars.
We are obliged to start from the beginning that is from the schools where
we have to give the correct understanding of each other and his culture
for the sake of building or raising tolerant, peaceful and beneficial citizen
to his society.

The study related to the introduction of the concept of Jihad in the French
school textbooks according to its faults and rights, indicates the following
percentage. This is according to the editions of 1997, 2001, 2005:

1) 100% mistakes in French history textbooks for the fifth class 1997
edition.

2) (a) 71,4% mistakes in French history textbooks for the second
class and the fifth class 2001 edition.
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(b) 21,4% partial correction in the textbooks for fifth class and second
class 2001 edition.

(c) 7,1% correction in the 2001 edition textbooks for the fifth class
and second class.

3) (a) In the 2005 edition of the French history textbooks the second
class and the fifth class mentioned above the corrections reached 37,5%.

(b) In the 2005 edition of the French history textbooks the second
class and the fifth class mentioned above the mistakes reached 37,5%.

(c) In the 2005 edition of the French history textbooks the second class
and the fifth class mentioned above the partial correction reached 25%.

The study of the fifth class and second class of French history textbooks
2005 edition reveals that the percentage of correction of the right concept
of Jihad is equal to the percentage of incorrect presentation of the concept,
where by both presentation reached 37,5%. The percentage of partial
correction or the uncompleted correction reached 25%.

The negative image of the Islamic expansion in France and the
unbiased image in Japan and the mostly unbiased image in British
and USA

The research done by the writer of this paper under the title «The
image of the Arab Islamic Culture in textbooks in Japan» (an unpublished
study), indicates the unbiased image of Islam and Muslims.

The previous studies indicate that:
– 90% of the books taught in British schools, give an unbiased

image of Islam, the Arabs and Muslims whereas 10% of the books
give a negative image according to the study conducted by the Ministry
of Education in Saudi Arabia in 2004. This study was done on thirty
school books.

– 73% of the books taught in USA give an unbiased image of
Islam, Arabs and Muslims whereas 27% give a negative image
according to the study conducted by the Ministry of Education in Saudi
Arabia in 2004. This study was done on eighteen school books.

– More than 50% of the books taught in France, give a negative
image of Islam, Arabs and Muslim in spite of successive studies and
suggestions for the 1997, 2001 and 2005 editions. These studies and
suggestions were submitted to different school publishers.

Some studies that surveyed textbooks in nine European countries
were submitted to the conference of Arabic-European Dialogue: The
image of Arabic-Islamic culture in history textbooks in Europe, Cairo,
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Dec. 12-14, 2004. Researchers and participants agreed that the mistakes
shown by these studies must be corrected.

Modifications in some of the Greek school textbooks 2006 editions.
Mrs. Anastasia Koutoula, Professor of History and Councilor at the

Educational Institute in Athens, represented Greek when she participated
in the discussion of the Arab-European Conference on The Image of
Arab Islamic Culture in History School Textbooks in Europe which was
held in Cairo from 12-14 December. 2004. This conference was organized
by the UNESCO Regional Bureau in Cairo in collaboration with the
Arab League, the Ministry of Higher Education, the European Council,
ISESCO, the Swedish Institute in Alexandria as well as with the
embassies of Saudi Arabia and UAE in Cairo. Professor Tarek Radhwan
from Faculty of Languages and Translation also participated in the
conference with a study about the image of Arab Islamic Culture in
Greek history school textbooks 2004. He still contacted with the Greek
representatives to work on correcting this image in the books under
consideration. Mrs. Koutoula sent to Professor Radhwan a copy of 2006
edition of the second year preparatory school for history books for the
Middle ages and Modern History. He noticed that the new edition
included a verse from the Quran which indicates Islam’s position on
Jihad. The verse shows that Jihad is permitted only to defend the self
against aggressors. This verse goes as follows:

(And fight in the Way of God against those who fight against you,
but do not commit injustice by attacking them first. Lo! God love not
aggressors) 2:190.

Officials at the Greek Ministry of Education promised that they will
work on correcting such mistakes in the new editions. Hungarian officials at
the Hungarian Ministry of Education also promised to do the same as Greeks.

Was Prophet Muhammad a war leader?
Likewise, history textbooks present the Messenger Muhammad as

only a war leader, i.e., they focus on the military dimension, and give a
blind eye to other dimensions such as historical, geographical, cultural,
social, and political dimensions. This leads to giving erroneous
information and historical events. It will suffice to give some examples
from history textbooks in some countries.

In Russia, Russia textbook indicate that prophet Muhammad began
struggle for sake of attack Mecca and that he entered it victorious. See
Al-Mansy, A. The image of Islam in history textbooks in Russia.
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Unpublished study: Bonamaryuf history textbook for the sixth class, page
73; Falobef history textbook for the tenth class, p.38.

In Germany, see Mansour, M. The image of Islam and Moslems in
history textbooks in Germany, Unpublished study: Bremm, Bernhard
u.a.: Kursbuch Geschichte – Rheinland-Pfalz. Cornelsen. Berlin 4. Aufl.
2004; Hartl, Martin u.a. (Hrsg.): Mensch und Raum 7. Cornelsen. Berlin
4. Aufl. 2005.

In France, see Hatier book, fifth class, 2001, page 30 says
«Muhammad attacked Mecca» without giving any comments or
explanation to clarify the context of these events wherein Jihad was for
self-defense. Presenting information as such in history textbooks shows
that Muslims are murderers and blood shedders, and that violence or
terrorism is permitted in Islam.

The French history textbooks mention the conquest of Mecca without
reference to the causes of the conquest. They do not mention the fact
that the Meccans did not respect the treaty signed with the Prophet
Muhammad and his companions. It is worth noting that giving incomplete
information out of context creates misunderstanding in the minds of
students.

On page 30 of Bordas 2005 fifth class edition of his history books,
states that during the conquest of Mecca, Prophet Muhammad killed the
Meccans who refused to embrace the Islam. It seems that the author
referred to secondary incorrect sources. The reliable history books of
this era like Ibn Ishaak and Ibn Hisham state that Prophet Muhammad
did not shed any blood in the process of entering Mecca and that he
forgave Meccans who drove him out of Mecca and attacked him several
times in Medina. Abu Sufyan was even kept in his position as the ruler
of Mecca when Meccans surrendered without battle. The study indicates
that the French history school textbooks 1997, 2001 and 2005 editions
introduce Prophet Muhammad as a military leader without mentioning
the real causes of these battles or even the least explanation. See also
Bordas 5e 2005 p.31, Magnard 2de 2005 p.95, Hachette 5e 2005 p.31,
Magnard 2005 p. 24, Belin 5e 2005 p.34, Bordas 2005 5e p.30, Nathan 5e

2005 p.28, Hatier 5e 2005 p.30, Histoire 5e 2001 Magnard p.25, Nathan
p.24, Hatier p.30, Belin p.38; ed. 5e 1997 Hachette p.22, Bordas p.30 et
22; Belin 2de 2001 p.275. Bordas 2005 5e p.30.

In Belgium, see edition Labor p.158; in Kenya, see History and
government, p. 151; in Senegal, Niger, Benin, Burkina Faso, see
EDICEF 5e 1994 pp.13- 14, Hatier terminale p. 508, Hatier collection



140 M. El-Halougi / Ýëü-Õàëóäæè Ì.

l’Afrique p.18, Nathan 5e 1990 p.36, Hachette 5e 1987, Hatier 5e 1985
p. 13; see also history textbooks in Hungry.

In Poland, Historia I Spotecxenstwo, Elzbieta I Jerzy Centkowscy
p.80; Katarzyna Gorak- Sosnowska, «Perception and misperception of
Islam and Muslims in Polish textbooks» presented in the International
Conference «The Muslim World through the Lens of European
Textbooks» Organized by the Georg-Eckert Institute: L.Chmiel, Historia,
Muza Szkolna, Warszawa 2000.

In Germany See Mansour, M. The image of Islam and Moslems in
history textbooks in Germany, Unpublished study: Bremm, Bernhard
u.a.: Kursbuch Geschichte – Rheinland-Pfalz. Cornelsen. Berlin 4. Aufl.
2004; Hartl, Martin u.a. (Hrsg.): Mensch und Raum 7. Cornelsen. Berlin
4. Aufl. 2005.

Some other distorted concepts in textbooks before and after 2005
Most researchers found that some other Islamic concepts have been

inaccurately presented in the textbooks in most of the above-mentioned
countries. Besides Jihad, some other concepts were also distorted such
as Qur’an, Sheria ‘Islamic Law’, women’s rights, Caliph ship, Black
Stone, Revelation, Islam as a submissive religion in the negative sense,
and linking Islam, Muslims, and Arabs to backwardness and ignorance.

Definition of Islam
The Muslim is not submissive in the negative sense, but in the

positive sense, and the teachings and principles of Islam lead to
establishing an Arabic-Islamic civilization that was open to other
civilizations and cultures. This Arabic-Islamic civilization which was
based on Islam provided an important source to modern Eastern and
western civilizations.

The school textbooks present Islam as a submission without explaining
that this in Islam is due only to God by its positive meaning and not by
its negative.

In Russia, see Al-Mansy, A. The image of Islam in history textbooks
in Russia. Unpublished study: Fedeoshken history textbook for the
seventh class, pages 268-269. In Uzbekistan, see ninth class.

Muslim is responsible for his deeds in his life and after death and he
is requested to practice Islamic teachings represented in values which
do not contradict the international and civilization values like freedom,
cooperation, justice, work, brotherhood and equality as well as tolerance
and accepting the others. Muslim is also requested to understand, get
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knowledge and to be reasonable in his pursuit of justice and peace
according to what has been mentioned by many Quranic verses.

In France, the 2005 edition of Breal book p.94, he relates Islam to
the Quran and the Islamic civilization. He was right in finding this
association. However, the percentage of mistakes which present Islam
as a religion of submission in its negative sense, reaches 95% and the
corrections reached the percentage of 5% in the books published in 2005.
See the following editions. 2005: Magnard fifth class 2005 p.24, Hachette
fifth class 2005 p. 31, 34, Belin fifth class p. 34, Bordas fifth class p. 31,
Nathan fifth class p. 28, Hatier fifth class p. 30, Hachette fifth class ed
2002 p. 27; editions fifth class 2001: Belin p. 38, Nathan p. 24, Hatier p.
30; edition Bordas fifth class 1997 p. 22; edition second class 2001,
Bordas p. 74, Hatier p. 74, Bertrand Lacoste p. 83, Bréal p. 98, Nathan
p. 84; editions second class 2005, Bréal p. 96, Magnard p. 91.

In Belgium see edition Labor p. 156; in Poland see Historia I
Spotecxenstwo, Elzbieta I Jerzy Centkowscy pp 78-79; in Kenya see
History and government p.149; in Senegal, Niger, Benin, Burkina Faso
see EDICEF 5e 1994 p.14, Hatier terminale p.511, Hatier 2de collection
l’Afrique 2002 p.20, Nathan terminale pp.184,187, 199, 212, Nathan 5e

1990 p.36, Hachette 5e p.1987 p.13; see also history textbooks in Hungry .
In Germany See Mansour, M. The image of Islam and Moslems in

history textbooks in Germany, Unpublished study: Bremm, Bernhard
u.a.: Kursbuch Geschichte – Rheinland-Pfalz. Cornelsen. Berlin 4. Aufl.
2004; Hartl, Martin u.a. (Hrsg.): Mensch und Raum 7. Cornelsen. Berlin
4. Aufl. 2005.

The Quran and revelation
Something worth to be noted that there are some school from different

other countries which present Quran from the view points which
contradict with the status of the Quran in Islam. The authors of these
books are not requested to write truth about Quran as they have freedom
of expression similar to what the Muslims authors write. Likewise, when
the issue or presentation of other religion to their students, they should
present special information of the other religions with moderation. And
moderation here means to accept the others opinions and their religion
and respect them with their religion. This acceptance and respect do not
mean to embrace the other religion. There is a difference between to
know and to believe. The author of school book, can say that Quran to
Muslims is the word of God which has been preserved by Muslims and
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written immediately after the death of Prophet Muhammad. For this case,
the author has to respect the feelings of Muslims and present information
to their students in a correct way. It is preferable to present the verses of
Quran in their context. If the context is not given, The opposite meaning
can be achieved which can be shown in some school books some verses
of the Quran which order about Jihad.

It is noticeable that school textbooks in so many countries have
presented Qur’an in a way which differs from its status in Islam. unlike
Muslim writers, writers of these school textbooks are not required to
write about Qur’an as they are free to express their views as they like
but they are requested to be tolerant and fair in their presentation of the
other’s religion.

Tolerance here means accepting and respecting the other and his own
religion. This respect does not mean that they are requested to believe in
this religion whereas there is a big difference between to know and to
believe. The writers of these school books can say that «Muslims believe
that Qura’n is the word of God which they kept and wrote it down directly
of the prophet Mohammed’s death».

In Russia, see Al-Mansy, A. The image of Islam in history textbooks
in Russia. Unpublished study: Bonamaryuf history textbook for the sixth
class, pages 72, 75; Agibalufa history textbook for the sixth class, pages
76-77; Falobef history textbook for the tenth class, p.37.

Russian books introduce the Qur’an as a book of poetry or ideas
written by the Prophet Muhammad. According to their presentation the
Prophet Muhammad imagined that he heard the voice of God. Qur’an
was also introduced to readers as readings given by Muhammad’s
companions.

Some other mistakes were corrected in the French books like omitting
some of the distorted Quranic verses or correcting the translations of
verses. However, some verses which imply encouragement of Muslims
to fight were kept without putting them in their right context. The
percentage of the passages which are given out of context reached 72,2%
whereas the percentage of the information given in its correct context
reached 22,2%.

There are tales as well which depicts inspiration descending topics
about 50% which were corrected to 50% cases. Some of these books
state that when Muhammad saw Gabriel for the first time he went crazy
and went to the peak of the Mountain to commit suicide, but Gabriel
took him between his wings as in the following books:
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Magnard fifth class 2005 p. 25, Hatier fifth class ed. 2005 p.31;
Histoire fifth class ed. 2001 Hatier p. 31; edition. fifth class 1997 Bordas
p. 23, Hachette p. 22, Hatier p. 27. Some books like Hachette, Bordas
published in 2005, dropped such a wrong statements as follows:

In the fifth edition of his book, Belin 2005, p.28 says that historians
explain that Quran was written through 200 hundred years and took its
present shape. Its worth to mention here that the history books which are
regarded to be the oldest Islamic history books – Sera, indicate that the
Quran was written and kept in the hearts of Muslims before the death of
Prophet Muhammad. Abu Bakr, the First Caliph, collected the bones
and the pieces of leather on which the verses of Quran were written.
Othman was the Third Caliph who managed to write a number of copies
which became the reference copies. This happened directly after the
death of the Prophet Muhammad and during the life of so many
companions who were given the task of keeping the Quran by memory.

In such away they will show respect to the Muslims beliefs hence.
They could introduce pieces of information objectively to the students.
It is recommended that Qur’anic verses should be introduced to the reader
in their right context. Taking Qur’anic verses out of the context shall
give the opposite meaning some Qur’anic verses about jihad, taken them
out of their context will surely lead to misunderstanding. This respect in
addition to neglecting asking for help of the books of the interpretation
of the Qur’an would surely make some of the history books’ writers
believe that Qur’anic verses are contradictions. The French history book,
for example, talked about contradiction in Qur’an under this title some
contradictory verses from the Qur’an (see Magnard fifth class 2005
p.27). It is said in this book, that Muslims have the freedom to choose
the verses which suit then in different situations. The writer mentioned
the verse of bring free to choose your religion. He they quotes this verse
«there is no compulsion in religion» 2/256. He gives the example of
verse which reads «fight those who do not be live in God or in the last
day and who do not consider unlawful what God and His Messenger
have made unlawful and who do not adopt the religion of truth (i.e Islam)
from those who were given the scripture until they give jizyah (their due
money) willingly while they are humbled» 9/29. The writer, in this
respect, does not mention the real context which means that Muslims
should fight back Meccans whom they started attacking and fighting
them. As aeration for this wrong explanation both teachers and students
will assume that Qur’an commanded Muslims to fight non-Muslims to
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force them to embrace Islam. God’s command to fight is related to self-
defending against aggressors. The reference, in the verse, to the people
of the scripture refers to some of the Jews of Medina who did not a bide
by the treaty which they signed with Muslims and they allied with non-
Muslims in the Battle of the Alahzab.

Some History books taught at the African schools also state that some
verses related to abstinence from wine are contradictory (Nathan
Terminale p. 187). The author did not realize the fact that forbidding
wine was prescribed step by step so that addicts could abide by the
commandment.

In Germany see Mansour, M. The image of Islam and Moslems in
history textbooks in Germany, Unpublished study: Bremm, Bemhard u.a:

Kursbuch Geschichte – Rheinland-Pfalz. Cornelsen. Berlin 4. Aufl.
2004; Hartl, Martin u.a. (Hrsg.): Mensch und Raum 7. Cornelsen. Berlin
4. Aufl. 2005.

German books state that the Qur’an is written by Muhammad.
Conversely, the Japanese books are unbiased when talking about the

Qur’an. A Japanese description of the Qur’an reads, «The Qur’an shows
the people’s way of life prescribed by God». See Social studies, sixth
class edition Nippon Bunkyo Shuppan p. 60.

The Black Stone
Black stone is considered a sacred stone to Muslims’ as it was to the

Arabs before Islam, however, some History books introduced it to the
readers in the context of myths and exaggerated of its holiness.

In Russia, see Al-Mansy, A. The image of Islam in history textbooks
in Russia. Unpublished study: Fedeoshken; History textbook for the sixth
class, edition after 2000, p.89. The Russian author of the History school
textbook says that Allah was the greatest deity in the pre-Islamic period.
He meant the Black stone.Some History school textbook says that the
Black Stone fell from Heaven or it was white but it turned black because
of the sins of the people; the Black Stone is a gift from God to Adam.

Falobef history textbook for the tenth class, p.36; Bonamaryuf, history
textbook for the sixth class, p. 70; Fedeoshken; history textbook for the
sixth class p.89.

In France History books state that Muslims believe that the Black
Stone was once white and turned black because of the sins of people,
see 5e 1997 Hachette p. 21, Magnard p.19, Hatier p.24.

This mistake was mentioned in the 1997 editions but they were corrected
in the 2005 edition in Hatchette’s fifth class edition 2002 p.29 and fifth
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class edition 2005 p.29 and in Belin’s fifth class edition 2005 p.25. Some
books claim that Muslims believe that this stone was given to Abraham
by Gabriel (Belin 5e 2001 p.28. Hatier 5e 2001 p.28 and edition 2005 p.28,
Belin 5e 2005 p.25. Some of these books mention that this stone was one
of the idols around the Kabaa in central Mecca before Islam see Belin
fifth class edition 2005 p.34, Magnard fifth class edition 2005 p.24.

Although life history of the prophet Muhammad emphasized that he
destroyed all idols around the Kaaba in conquering Mecca.

If the Black Stone was part of an idol the prophet would have destroyed
it as he did with the other stone idols. Introducing the Black Stone to the
French readers as a pre-Islamic idol will give students the impression
that Muslims are pagans. This wrong information, about Islam, would
make French Muslims to lose credibility and confidence in the French
school books and might be in the French schools which are by many
standards can be considered excellent ones.

It is worth mentioning that the mythic presentation of the Black Stone
which was given in the 1997 edition was omitted from modern history
school books. The earlier mythic presentation stated claimed that Muslims
believe that the Black stone is the right hand of God on earth. In the
2001 and 2005 editions of Nathan’s book, fifth class p. 22 and p. 27,
these mistakes were corrected. According that The percentage of the
right presentations of the Black Stone reached about 62% whereas the
percentage of the wrong presentations in them reached about 37.5% of
the given information about the Black Stone in history school books.

The Belgian History Text book states that Muslims go on pilgrimage
to touch the Black Stone so that it may erase their sins, see Labor 156.
Some History books in Africa state that the Black Stone was white and
it turned black because of the sins of people; in Senegal, Niger, Benin,
Burkina Faso see EDICEF 1994 p.11, Nathan terminale p.186.

In Spain the History school textbooks mention that Arabs before
Islam used to worship the Black Stone. In the Islamic period it turned
into a stone for pilgrimage for Muslims, see Aly El menoufi, Aly Elbamby
The Image of the Arab-Islamic Culture in European Textbooks – Spain
as model. Unpublished study: AAVV, Geografia e Historia 1 (1er Ciclo),
Madrid, Anaya, 2002 p.230; AAVV, Geografia e Historia (Secundaria
2), Madrid, Luis Vives, 1997 p.103.

It is also noticeable that the Japanese books are objective they mention
that Muslims believe that God is one and they worship none but Him.
Muslims according to these books follow the instructions of Islam. Social
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studies, sixth class edition Nippon Bunkyo Shuppan pp. 59.

Fasting the month of Ramadan
Some books state that Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset, in

Uzbekistan, see ninth class.
In France, the 2005 edition of history books wholly correction with

percentage of 33.3% or partially with a percentage of 66.7% had been
made to the incorrect presentation of fasting of Ramadan In the l997 and
2001 editions the time for Muslim fasting was from sunrise to sunset
whereas the correct time is between the dawn to sunset, see Magnard 5e

2001, Hatier 5e 2001 p.32, Belin 5e 2005 p.35.
In Senegal, Niger, Benin, Burkina Faso, see: EDICEF 5e 1994 p.14,

Nathan 5e 1990 p.38. It is worth noting that fasting the month of Ramadan
in some African books is presented to non-Muslims as a disgusting rite
that does not fit a Reveled religion the spiritual nature of this month.
Some books mention that Muslims are not allowed even to swallow
their saliva in a way that makes them spit on the ground very often, See
in Senegal, Niger, Benin, Burkina Faso: Nathan collection Monier p.184.
These books add that the days of the month of Ramadan range between
25 and 30 days. These books ignore the fact that Islam is a religion that
encourages cleanliness of the Muslim’s body and place throughout the
day. A Muslim perform ablution before prayers, where they should be
performed in a clean place. The author of the book ignores the spiritual
purification in the Muslim prayers and fasting. He also ignores the social
co-operation as clear in the Muslim way of giving alms to the poor. He
also could have known the number of the days in a Muslim Calendar
with little efforts. These days number between 29 and thirty, but never
less than 29 or more than 30.

Muslims prostrating
Some school textbooks in France like Magnard second class edition

2005 p.121 include a picture shows some Muslims prostrating and next
to this picture another one of some Jews standing in front of the Wailing
Wall. The French students will probable wonder about this prostrating
position of Muslims in comparison with the standing Jews. He might
take it symbolically to refer to Muslims’ low position in the world of
today. One wonders, why such a picture is given, whereas most of the
Muslims’ prayers are performed in the standing position. The prostration
position in the French culture does not symbolize activity, it may further
be associated with the inferiority of Muslims today.



147M. El-Halougi / Ýëü-Õàëóäæè Ì.

Caliphate
School history textbooks interpret the caliphate as the religious and

political authority in a Muslim world.
In Russia, The Russian books mention that Muhammad had both the

religious and the secular authorities and he became the head of the Islamic
Church. See Al-Mansy, A. The image of Islam in history textbooks in
Russia. Unpublished study: Falobef history textbook for the tenth class,
Agibalufa history textbook for the sixth class, pages 77.

In France, some of the French editions still interpret the «caliphate»
as the religious and political authority in a Muslim world in spite of the
studies made on the 1997 and 2001 editions. Unlike religious authority
of the church in Christianity, Islam does not know such authority. It
seems that such church authority in Christianity makes the western
authors to connect caliphate in Islam to the religious authority. The might
have forgotten the way in which the first Caliph, Abu Bakr was elected
on the day of the Prophet’s death. They also ignore Abu Bakr’s speech
on the day of his election. In this speech Abu Bakr eloquently defined
his political duty as a Caliph. Muslim scholars agree on the fact that
Islam does not allow for a mediator between human beings and their
Creator. The Prophet Muhammad himself was a messenger who carried
a mission without being a religious authority. It is hoped that the next
editions will correct this piece of information, (see in France 5e 1997:
Hachette p.26, Bordas p.26, Magnard p.22, Nathan p.34, Hatier p. 28,
Belin p.32; ed. 5e 2001 Belin p.38, Hatier p.36, Magnard p.25 et 22,
Nathan p.30; ed. 2de 2001 Bordas p.74,Hatier p74 et 284, Belin p.64,
Bréal p.98, Hachette p.98, Belin p.279, Nathan p. 84; Hachette 5e 2005
pp.35,42,43; 2002 p. 31; ed. 2005 5e Magnard p.30, Belin p.35, Bordas
pp.34-35, Nathan p.34, Hatier p.36; ed. 2de 2005 Bréal p.97.

See also in Senegal, Niger, Benin, Burkina Faso see EDICEF 1994
p.13, Hatier terminale p.518, Hatier collection l’Afrique 2002 pp.
18,24,30, Hatier 5e programme africain et malgache 1985 p.20, Nathan
5e 1991 p.40, Hachette 5e 1987 p.14, Nathan terminale p. 181; see also
history textbooks in Hungry.

The Islamic Law, or Shariaa
In the book of the ninth class taught in Uzbekistan Islamic law was

introduced to the students in a neutral way. It gives the different sources
and different Islamic sects which differed according to the differences
in cultures in the Islamic countries. The French students used to read in
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their 1997, 2001 editions of their History text books that Islamic Law or
Shariaa is based on the Qur’an and tradition Sunna of the Prophet
Muhammad, see Hachette 5e 1997 p.24, Magnard 5e 2001 p.22 et 1997
p.24, Nathan 1997 p.39, Bordas 5e 1997 p.26, Bréal 2de 2001 p.98, Belin
2de 2001 p.64, Bertrand Lacoste 2de 2001 p.75.

From French point of view this statement might be interpreted as an
indication of its impropriety since it is based on some old sources. In
addition to that the french history textbooks do not refer to the fact that
the major principles of the islamic law only are drived from Qur’an and
tradition of the prophet. These principles do not contradict the
international low which are based on establishment of justice. The other
sources of the Islamic Law which include consensus, analogy, convention
and giving opinion etc.

It is also noticed that the 2005 edition of the French books did not
mention the word «Shariaa» to mean the Islamic Law see fifth class
edition 2005: Hachette, Magnard, Bordas, Nathan and Breal second class
edition 2005.

It is worth noting that the new editions of the French books mention
the fact that Islamic Law does not contradict the international law. In some
editions of some countries, Shariaa is presented as something of the past
and that does not fit for today. See in Senegal, Niger, Benin, Burkina
Faso: EDICEF 5e 1994 p. 14, Hatier terminale pp.520, 557, Hatier
collection l’Afrique 2002 p.34, Nathan terminale collection Monier pp.198,
212, Hachette 1987 p.24; see also history textbooks in Hungry.

The position of women in Islam
Some French books refer to the position of women in Islam as inferior

to the position of man. They present Muslim women as unequal to Muslim
men. They mention that Muslim woman inherits half of man without
reference to the many rights they have in return. They do not compare
the position of Muslim woman with-her position before Islam when she
was deprived of inheritance at all. This presentation of the position of
Muslim women continued even in the 2001 and 2005 editions of the
books: 67,7%, see 5e 2005 Magnard p.27, Hatier p. 33, Bordas p.33;
Hachette 5e1997 p.25; ed. 5e 2001 Belin p.29, Hatier p.33. In the 2005
modern editions, the books avoided any reference to this point: 33,3%,
see Hachette 5e 2005, Belin 5e 2005.

The African books are still uncorrected. In Senegal, Niger, Benin,
Burkina Faso: see Nathan terminale p.198 and fifth class 1990 p.38-
39, Hatier terminale p.556.
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The French books in the 1997, 2001 and 2005 mention only half of
the polygamy verse which may lead to misunderstanding the real cause
of polygamy in Islam, see 5e Magnard 2001 p.22 et 2005 p.27, Belin 5e
2001 p.29; Hachette 5e 2005 p.32, 2002 p.29, Bordas 5e 2005 p.33, Nathan
5e 2005 p.30, Hatier 5e 2005 p. 33, Nathan 5e 2001 p.27, Hatier 5e 2001
p. 33; 5e 1997 Hatier, Nathan.

In some editions 2005 the verse about polygamy is elided though it is
mentioned in 2001 edition, see Belin fifth class 2005.

The complete verse should have been mentioned, because it is a
conditional sentence with specific meanings. So, if we mention half of the
conditional statement, incomplete meaning will come out. The previous
books showed the polygamy verse in this way «marry those that please
you of women, two or three or four. But if you fear that you will not be
just, then marry only one or your slaves. That is nearer to prevent you
from doing injustice». But the complete verse is «And if you fear that you
shall not be able to deal justly with the orphan-girls, then marry (other)
women of your choice, two or three, or four but if you fear that you shall
not be able to deal justly (with them), then only one or your slaves. That is
nearer to prevent you from doing injustice» 4/ 3. Reading the complete
verse gives the correct meaning which allows polygamy on conditions
which are not easy to apply. The polygamy verse which everyone in the
East and the West repeatedly talks about it goes as follow: «And if you
fear that you will not be able to deal justly…» 4/3. We should note that
this verse gives a conditional meaning and giving only one part of the
verse will be un academic and unfair. None of its parts should be ignored.
Whoever gives himself the right to split the conditional sentence is doing
wrong to the verse. The first part of the verse shows the context of its
revelation and it may also indicate that polygamy is related to the female
orphans. The verse emphasizes the concept of justice which is repeated
three times in the verse. The Qur’an emphasizes justice. One of the verses
of the same chapter indicates that it is not easy to be fair to women. So the
verse clearly recommends marrying only one woman. It is noticed here
the Qur’an honors women when it names one of its long chapters «Women».
None of the chapters in the Qur’an is named «Men».

See also in Kenya History and government p.152; in Senegal, Niger,
Benin, Burkina Faso, see Hachette 1987 p.24, Hatier 2001-2002 p.33,
Hatier terminale p.521, Nathan collection Monier terminale p. 181,
Nathan terminale p.198 and 5e 1990 p.38-39, Hatier terminale p.556;
see also history textbooks in Hungry.
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It is noticed that the Belgian school textbooks give the complete text
of the verse (See Labor p.157).

The Study of Islam from a Christian Perspective
Some French history school book claims that the Mihrab, prayer niche

in mosques, symbolizes the Prophet Muhammad. These author might
have been influenced by the Christian culture which allows for the
presence of images and pictures in churches (see Hachette 2005 p.36,
Belin 5e 2005 p.32, Hatier 5e 2005 pp. 34, 47). The authors of the 2005
textbooks did not notice that the Mihrab is actually is a kind of indicator
to the direction of Mecca.

Some governments and educational officials in Europe like
France, Greece, Hungary and some countries in Africa like Senegal
and Benin realized and noticed the importance of rethinking and
correcting the mistakes in the school textbooks in the next editions.
See about it on pages of this paper.

In Senegal
Many meetings had been organized between 9th and 11th of December

2005 with the people in charge of Developing Education in Senegal,
Head of the National Institute for Researches and Developing Education
in Senegal, INEADE, Heads of History department, Inspectors of History
at universities of Senegal, representatives of the teachers’ Association
and the director of the schoolbooks publishing house (EENAS). A study
of the image of the Islamic and Arab culture in the Senegal textbooks
was presented and discussed with those who attended the meetings. The
meetings were attended by Cheikh AW, Head of INEADE, who promised
that the books which will not correct their mistakes will not be allowed
to find their way to the schools in Senegal.

In Benin
Many meetings also had been organized Between 12th and 14th of

December 2005 with the director of the office of the Minister of Education
in Benin. The responsible who is in charge of the preparatory and secondary
school, the responsible of the syllabi and educational researches and training
courses, some inspectors and some teachers attended the meetings. In these
meetings a study of the image of Islam and Muslims in the school textbooks
in Benin was presented and discussed with those who attended the meetings.
Copies of this study were given to the people in charge there and they
promised that they will revise the books which present the image of Islam
and Muslims to students. Some of those who attended the meetings asked
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for spreading this study over West Africa and a conference should be held
for this purpose.

In 14 of December 2005 a conference was held in Coton au Benin
under the supervision of UNESCO and the International Agency of the
Francophone countries to work on revision in the scholar program and
scholar books taught in ten African countries as follow: Benin, Senegal,
Niger, Burkina Faso, Ghenia Conakry, Djibouti, Namibia, Zambia,
Congo, and Mali. Those in charge of the conference distributed copies
of the papers which dealt with the presentation of the image of Islam
and Muslims in Benin.

The study of the image of Arab and Islamic culture in the other books
from different perspectives:

Because of some financial problems some of the studies held between
2002 and 2004 concentrated on the Image of Muslims and Arabs in the
European History books only in two axis of civilization and religion.
However, this kind of study should also deal with other subjects as
Geography, Social Studies, Literature, as well. Some of the texts in the
books assigned for the study of Arabic as a second language also need to
be revised. In France, for example, the books which study Arabic Grammar
give model reading with emphasis on specific verbs like «to kill», «to
beat», «to break» etc. Such words carry negative meanings and
connotations. On the other hand, the French books of French grammar
and the English books of grammar emphasize positive verbs like «to love».

Other dimensions, like the social, the economic, the national, the
political and the military perspective in addition to the two axis of
civilization and religion need also to be discussed. These kinds of study
will be helpful to discuss in workshops.

Workshops
The studies that surveyed history textbooks in Europe and some other

countries need workshops and some financial support in order to convey
its contents to the concerned countries and to discuss the results with them
with the aim of correcting those erroneous concepts. Due to the fact that
organizing conferences is very costly, this problem can be solved if some
business men or organisms can meet the costs of flight and three days stay
for one professor to every country surveyed through coordination with
their embassies in Cairo or with some other institutions or organizations
such as the UNESCO, ISESCO, Arab League, the European Council, the
European Union, the Swedish Institute in Alexandria, Anna Lindh
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Foundation in Alexandria, or some other cultural institutions or individuals.
The Egyptian Cultural Bureaus in the embassies of Egypt may coordinate
with the organisms of the concerned countries to invite the people in charge
of teaching history in the Ministry of Education, authors, some history
professors, Head of the Teachers’ Association of prep and secondary
schools as well as the people in charge of publishing houses of the school
books in the concerned countries to attend these workshops to discuss
topics under consideration. Copies of the papers presented will be given
to the attendants. Researchers will be given free tickets and free residence
for some days and they will have the chance to meet some people in charge.
The researcher will then be responsible for the follow up and for contacting
the officials in charge via e-mail. The new editions of the books will be
the focus of study and revision.

The Egyptian Cultural Bureau in France has organized a successful
meeting in 2002 for this purpose in cooperation with the French
Association of History Teachers. Likewise, the Egyptian embassy in
Hungary in cooperation with the Hungarian National Committee of
UNESCO organized a meeting for this purpose in May 2005. This
meeting showed how necessary it is to hold similar meetings or
workshops in the other countries, as it gave a chance for the professor
who conducted the study to meet with some academic professor and
teachers of history together with some high staff in the Hungarian
Ministry of Education to discuss the study and cooperate to eradicate
the errors that defame the Arabic Islamic culture in textbooks. The
Committee of Correcting the Image of Arabic Islamic Culture in
Textbooks Worldwide in the Egyptian Ministry of higher Education
can cooperate with businessmen to organize some meetings for this
purpose in some countries.

Conclusion
The European authors and scholars can distinguish between the

teachings and principles of Islam on the one hand, and the behavior of
some Muslims on the other, as they seemed to have forgotten that Islam
is a religion of peace. Islam enjoins justice which is a principle and base
in international law, as well as reading, seeking knowledge, working,
and bearing responsibility.

Correcting the errors in textbooks worldwide, and the dialogue
between cultures lead to enrich these cultures, rid the world of these
conflicts, fight terrorism, exist cooperation, and living in peace and
security.
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These textbooks should instead have presented the verses which are
considered Islamic principles, i.e., the verses that forbade aggression and
permitted self-defense, or the verses that allow combats within their context.
Islam is clear of violence, aggression, and terrorism. Presenting Jihad in
history textbooks from a radical perspective may lead to linking it to
terrorism, and may lead terrorists to recruit Muslim students especially
those who fail in their study in European or American countries.

Shall school worldwide bear its full responsibility in educating the
citizen and teaching him the culture of tolerance and peace? And correct
the erroneous image of the other and of his culture in textbooks in order
to get out of the state of war to the state of peace and cooperation and
collective work against ignorance, illness, and poverty for the sake of
the happiness and progress of mankind.

The world is leading a war against terrorism that costs the lives of
thousands of innocent people. Not war but education of peace must begin
at schools by presenting the right concepts about the other and his culture
for the sake of building the tolerant, peaceful, and helpful citizen.

Ìóñòàôà Ýëü-Õàëóäæè
ïðîô., Óíèâåðñèòåò Àëü-Àçõàð; çàìåñòèòåëü Cåêðåòàðÿ

Êîìèññèè Ìèíèñòåðñòâà âûñøåãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ Åãèïòà
«Îáðàç àðàáñêîé è èñëàìñêîé êóëüòóðû â ó÷åáíèêàõ

âî âñåì ìèðå» (Êàèð, Åãèïåò)

Îáðàç èñëàìî-àðàáñêîé êóëüòóðû â ó÷åáíèêàõ èñòîðèè
â Ðîññèè, Óçáåêèñòàíå è íåêîòîðûõ åâðîïåéñêèõ

è àôðèêàíñêèõ ñòðàíàõ*

Äàííîå èññëåäîâàíèå íàïðàâëåíî íà èñêîðåíåíèå íåïðàâèëüíûõ
ïðåäñòàâëåíèé î êóëüòóðàõ è ðåëèãèÿõ. Ýòîãî ìîæíî äîñòè÷ü ïîñðåä-
ñòâîì ÷åñòíîãî è äëèòåëüíîãî ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâà ó÷åíûõ�èññëåäîâàòå-
ëåé è ïðåïîäàâàòåëåé âñåãî ìèðà, öåëüþ êîòîðîãî ÿâëÿåòñÿ ïðîâåäå-
íèå ýôôåêòèâíûõ èññëåäîâàíèé, ÷òîáû ïîêàçàòü ñâåòëóþ ñòîðîíó
êóëüòóð è ðåëèãèé äðóãèõ íàðîäîâ â øêîëüíûõ ó÷åáíèêàõ è èçìåíèòü
ó ó÷àùèõñÿ ïðåäñòàâëåíèå î íèõ.

Àâòîð èññëåäîâàíèÿ òàêæå ïûòàåòñÿ âûÿñíèòü îñíîâíûå ïðè÷è-
íû âîçíèêíîâåíèÿ íåïðàâèëüíûõ ïðåäñòàâëåíèé è èõ ïîñëåäñòâèé,
÷òîáû íàéòè âîçìîæíîñòü èõ óñòðàíèòü.

* Â ñëó÷àå ñ âûäåðæêàìè èç Êîðàíà ïðèâåäåí ïåðåâîä ñìûñëîâ Êîðàíà,
âûïîëíåííûé Â.Ïîðîõîâîé. � Ïðèì. ïåðåâîä÷èêà.
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Êóëüòóðíûé äèàëîã öèâèëèçàöèé è åãî îáùíîñòü îòêðûâàþò äðó-
ãèå òî÷êè çðåíèÿ è «èñïðàâëÿþò» èñêàæåííîå ïðåäñòàâëåíèå î äðó-
ãîé êóëüòóðå, áóäü òî â ÑÌÈ, â îáùåì ïîðÿäêå, èëè â øêîëüíûõ ó÷åá-
íèêàõ, â ÷àñòíîì ïîðÿäêå. Äèàëîã ïîäðàçóìåâàåò çíàíèÿ î äðóãèõ
íàðîäàõ è èõ ïðèçíàíèå, à òàêæå óâàæåíèå ê èõ êóëüòóðå è óìåíèå
ó÷èòüñÿ ó íèõ íà îñíîâå òîëåðàíòíîñòè, ÷òî õàðàêòåðíî êàê äëÿ àòå-
èçìà, òàê è äëÿ ðåëèãèè.

Â ñâåòñêîì îáùåñòâå ðåëèãèÿ ñ÷èòàåòñÿ êóëüòóðíûì è ñîöè-
àëüíûì ôåíîìåíîì è ÿâëÿåòñÿ ÷àñòüþ êóëüòóðíîãî íàñëåäèÿ.

Êàê àòåèçì, òàê è ðåëèãèè äîïóñêàþò, ÷òî òîëåðàíòíîñòü � ýòî
ýôôåêòèâíàÿ ìåðà, ïîìîãàþùàÿ ïðèíÿòü è óâàæàòü äðóãóþ êóëüòóðó
íà âçàèìíîé îñíîâå. Íàñòîÿùàÿ òåðïèìîñòü èìååò ìåñòî ëèøü òîã-
äà, êîãäà ñòîðîíû äèàëîãà çíàêîìû êàê ñî ñâîåé, òàê è ñ äðóãîé êóëü-
òóðîé è ðåëèãèåé.

Â ñâîåì èññëåäîâàíèè àâòîð ôîêóñèðóåò âíèìàíèå íà ðîëè øêî-
ëû â óñòàíîâëåíèè âçàèìíûõ öåííîñòåé è ïðàâà íåñîãëàñèÿ, à òàê-
æå ïðèíÿòèè ìíîãîîáðàçèÿ êóëüòóð. Ýòî òðåáóåò çíàíèÿ è ïîíèìà-
íèÿ êóëüòóðû è ðåëèãèè â äðóãîì çíà÷åíèè.

Èñëàìñêàÿ öèâèëèçàöèÿ

Âî âñåì ìèðå ó÷àùèåñÿ èçó÷àþò â øêîëå èñòîðèþ öèâèëèçàöèé.
Íà ñòðàíèöàõ ó÷åáíèêîâ îíè òàêæå çíàêîìÿòñÿ ñ èñëàìî-àðàáñêîé
êóëüòóðîé è öèâèëèçàöèåé.

Â ñâîåé ðàáîòå àâòîð ïûòàåòñÿ âûÿñíèòü òî, êàê èñëàìî-àðàáñ-
êàÿ êóëüòóðà ïðåäñòàâëåíà ó÷àùèìñÿ òàêèõ ñòðàí, êàê Ôðàíöèÿ, Áåëü-
ãèÿ, Ïîëüøà, Âåíãðèÿ, Ñåíåãàë, Êåíèÿ, Íèãåðèÿ, Áóðêèíà Ôàñî, Áå-
íèí è äð. Êàêîâ æå îáðàç èñëàìî-àðàáñêîé êóëüòóðû èëè öèâèëèçàöèè
� ïîëîæèòåëåí, îòðèöàòåëåí èëè íåéòðàëåí? Åñëè æå îí îòðèöàòåëåí,
òî ïî÷åìó?

Àâòîðû ó÷åáíèêîâ ïî èñòîðèè ñõîäÿòñÿ â òîì, ÷òî èñëàìñêàÿ
öèâèëèçàöèÿ íå òîëüêî ñîõðàíèëà êóëüòóðíîå è íàó÷íîå íàñëåäèå
ãðåêîâ è ïåðñîâ, íî òàêæå ðàçâèëà è îáîãàòèëà åãî.

Ïðè÷èíû ïðîöâåòàíèÿ èñëàìñêîé öèâèëèçàöèè î÷åâèäíû, âåäü îíà
îñíîâàíà íà ïðèíöèïàõ ñâîáîäû, áðàòñòâà, ðàâåíñòâà, ñîòðóäíè÷å-
ñòâà, óñòàíîâëåíèÿ âçàèìîîòíîøåíèé, òîëåðàíòíîñòè, äèàëîãà, ìèðà
è ñïîñîáñòâîâàíèÿ ïðèìåíåíèþ äîâîäîâ ðàçóìà è íàóêè. Ýòè ïðèíöè-
ïû èìåþò ãëóáîêèå êîðíè â èñëàìå è çàêðåïëåíû â Êîðàíå.

Íå ñëó÷àåí òîò ôàêò, ÷òî ñîãëàñíî ìóñóëüìàíñêèì ó÷åíûì, â ïåð-
âûõ ñóðàõ Êîðàíà ãîâîðèòñÿ: ×èòàé (è âîçãëàñè!) Âî èìÿ Áîãà òâî-
åãî 96/1. ×òåíèå � ýòî ïóòü ê çíàíèÿì è ïîçíàíèþ.
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Îòðèöàòåëüíûé îáðàç Èñëàìà

Íåñìîòðÿ íà òî, ÷òî â ó÷åáíèêàõ èñòîðèè åâðîïåéñêèõ è íåêîòîðûõ
äðóãèõ ñòðàí èñëàìñêàÿ öèâèëèçàöèÿ ïðåäñòàâëåíà ïîçèòèâíî, îáðàç
ñàìîãî èñëàìà íåãàòèâåí è ïðåïîäíîñèòñÿ êàê ðåëèãèÿ òåððîðèñòîâ.

Ñòðàííî ïðîñëàâëÿòü èñëàìî-àðàáñêóþ öèâèëèçàöèþ è èñêàæàòü
òî, íà ÷åì îíà ðîäèëàñü, ò.å. èñëàì è ïðåäñòàâèòü ïðèíöèïû èñëàìà
êàê ïðîòèâîðå÷àùèå ïðèíöèïàì öèâèëèçàöèè.

Ìîãóò ëè âîñòî÷íûå èëè çàïàäíûå èñòîðèêè è ïðåïîäàâàòåëè èñ-
òîðèè ïðåäñòàâèòü ñåáå âîçìîæíîñòü âîçíèêíîâåíèÿ ïðîöâåòàþùåé
öèâèëèçàöèè íà îñíîâå ðåëèãèè, ïðèíöèïû è ó÷åíèÿ, êîòîðûå ïðî-
òèâîðå÷àò ïðèíöèïàì è ó÷åíèÿì öèâèëèçàöèè. Èòàê, ïî÷åìó â íåêî-
òîðûõ øêîëàõ èñëàìñêàÿ êóëüòóðà ïðåïîäàåòñÿ êàê êóëüòóðà ðàäè-
êàëèçìà, à íå ìèðà? È êàêèå öåëè ïðåñëåäóþòñÿ â ýòîì ñëó÷àå?

Â íåêîòîðûõ ó÷åáíèêàõ äàþòñÿ äîïîëíèòåëüíûå ñâåäåíèÿ î ðåà-
ëèÿõ è èçîáðåòåíèÿõ àðàáîâ ñ èñïîëüçîâàíèåì àðàáñêèõ íàçâàíèé
òèïà: àëãåáðà (algebra), êîôå (coffee), ìàãàçèí (magazine), ñàõàð
(sugar), íóëü (zero).

Èíîãäà â ýòèõ ó÷åáíèêàõ íå äåëàåòñÿ ðàçëè÷èÿ ìåæäó èñëàìîì è
ïîâåäåíèåì íåêîòîðûõ ðàäèêàëüíî íàñòðîåííûõ ìóñóëüìàí èëè æå
ìóñóëüìàíñêèõ ëèäåðîâ, êîòîðûå èñïîëüçóþò ðåëèãèþ â ïîëèòè÷åñ-
êèõ èëè ëè÷íûõ öåëÿõ.

Êàê è õðèñòèàíñòâî, èóäàèçì èëè ëþáàÿ äðóãàÿ ðåëèãèÿ åäèíîáî-
æèÿ, èñëàì íå ïðèåìëåò àêòîâ íàñèëèÿ è ïðåñòóïëåíèÿ çàêîíà, «ñâÿ-
çàííûõ» ñ íèì. Íàâåðíîå, àâòîðû âûøåóêàçàííûõ ó÷åáíèêîâ èìåþò
íåïðàâèëüíîå ïðåäñòàâëåíèå îá èñëàìå èëè îïèðàþòñÿ íà íåäî-
ñòîâåðíûå èñòî÷íèêè èëè íåòî÷íûå ïåðåâîäû. Êðîìå òîãî, íåêîòî-
ðûå èç íèõ ìîãóò ïðåäïî÷åñòü ñêîíöåíòðèðîâàòüñÿ íà âîåííîé êàíâå
òåêñòà, îñòàâëÿÿ áåç âíèìàíèÿ òåêñòóàëüíûé, èñòîðè÷åñêèé, ãåîãðà-
ôè÷åñêèé, ñîöèàëüíûé, êóëüòóðíûé è ïîëèòè÷åñêèé ñìûñë àðàáñêèõ
òåêñòîâ èëè ñóð èç Êîðàíà.

Èçó÷åíèå òàêèõ óêîðåíèâøèõñÿ ïðåäóáåæäåíèé, êàê «èñëàì � ðå-
ëèãèÿ ïîâèíîâåíèÿ» (â îòðèöàòåëüíîì çíà÷åíèè), ðàñõîæèå ïðåäñòàâ-
ëåíèÿ î ïðîðîêå Ìóõàììåäå, Îòêðîâåíèè, õàëèôàòå, ×åðíîì êàìíå,
ïîëèãàìíîì áðàêå, äæèõàäå ïîêàçûâàåò, ÷òî íåêîòîðûå àâòîðû íå-
ïðàâèëüíî ïîíèìàþò ñóòü èñëàìà.

Äæèõàä

Çíà÷åíèå ñëîâà «jihad» çàêëþ÷àåòñÿ â òîì, ÷òîáû ïîäàâèòü ñëàáî-
ñòè è æåëàíèÿ, ÷òîáû ñòàòü ïðèìåðíûì ãðàæäàíèíîì êàê â ìóñóëü-
ìàíñêîé, òàê è â íåìóñóëüìàíñêîé ñòðàíå, à ãëàãîë «jahid» â ïîâåëè-
òåëüíîé ôîðìå îçíà÷àåò ìûñëèòü (ò.å. ñîâåðøàòü èíòåëëåêòóàëüíûå,
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ìåíòàëüíûå óñèëèÿ). Òàê, â Êîðàíå ñëîâó «jihad» ïðåäøåñòâóåò îäíî-
êîðåííîå ñëîâî â èìïåðàòèâå, êîòîðîå îòíîñèòñÿ ê ïðîðîêó: «Íå ïî-
âèíóéòåñü íåâåðíûì è jahid áîðèòåñü ñ ïîìîùüþ Êîðàíà, jihad ïðèëà-
ãàéòå âñå óñèëèÿ». Çäåñü ñëîâî «jihad» îçíà÷àåò âåñòè ñïîð, èñïîëüçóÿ
äîâîäû è ðàçóìíûå îáúÿñíåíèÿ. À ýòî òðåáóåò óìåíèÿ ìûñëèòü è
ïðåäñòàâëåíèÿ ôàêòîâ è äîêàçàòåëüñòâ. Ñïîð, êîòîðûé çäåñü òðåáóåò-
ñÿ, âîâñå íå îçíà÷àåò ïðèìåíåíèÿ ñèëû, òàê êàê ñïîð � ýòî áåñåäà ñ
èñïîëüçîâàíèåì äîâîäîâ è ìóäðîñòè.

Â Êîðàíå ÿñíî òîëêóåòñÿ, êàê íóæíî ñïîðèòü è äèñêóòèðîâàòü ñ íå-
ìóñóëüìàíàìè: «Çîâè íà ïóòü Ãîñïîäåíü ìóäðîñòüþ è äîáðûì íà-
ñòàâëåíüåì. È ñ íèìè ñïîð äîñòîéíûì îáðàçîì âåäè» 16/125. Ýòîò
âèä äæèõàäà, îïèñàííîãî â ñóðå, íàçûâàåòñÿ áîëüøèì äæèõàäîì.

Ñ äðóãîé ñòîðîíû, ìàëûé äæèõàä äîïóñòèì ëèøü òîãäà, êîãäà ðå÷ü
èäåò î êîëëåêòèâíîé çàùèòå ðîäíîé ñòðàíû, åñëè íà íåå êòî-òî íà-
ïàäàåò. Äæèõàä îáúÿâëÿåò ãëàâà ãîñóäàðñòâà, êîòîðûé íå äîëæåí
äîïóñêàòü ïðîÿâëåíèÿ àãðåññèè è íàïàäåíèÿ íà äðóãèõ. Â åâðîïåéñ-
êîì è ìåæäóíàðîäíîì çàêîíîäàòåëüñòâå òàêèå äåéñòâèÿ îïðåäåëÿ-
þòñÿ êàê ïðàâî íà ñàìîçàùèòó.

Êîðàí îäîáðÿåò çàùèòó, íî íå àãðåññèþ: «Ñðàæàéñÿ çà Ãîñïîä-
íå äåëî ëèøü ñ òåì, êòî áîðåòñÿ ñ òîáîé. Äîçâîëåííîãî ãðàíü
íå ïðåñòóïàé, � Àëëàõ íå ëþáèò òåõ, êòî ïðåñòóïàåò (ïðåäåëû,
óñòàíîâëåííûå Èì)» 2/190.

Ïîýòîìó, ìóñóëüìàíñêèå ó÷åíûå è ñåãîäíÿ ñõîäÿòñÿ â òîì, ÷òî
îòíîøåíèÿ ìåæäó ìóñóëüìàíàìè è ïðåäñòàâèòåëÿìè äðóãèõ ðåëè-
ãèé ñòðîÿòñÿ íà îñíîâå ìèðà, à íå âðàæäû (íîñÿò ìèðíûé, à íå âðàæ-
äåáíûé õàðàêòåð).

Ìóñóëüìàíå áîðþòñÿ ëèøü ñ òåìè, êòî, çàêëþ÷èâ ñ íèìè ñîãëà-
øåíèå, íàðóøàåò åãî. Çäåñü ìîæíî óïîìÿíóòü è æèòåëåé Ìåêêè, íà-
ðóøèâøèõ äîãîâîð ñ ïðîðîêîì Ìóõàììåäîì, èëè íåêîòîðûõ åâðååâ
Ìåäèíû, êîòîðûå ïîðâàëè ñîãëàøåíèå ñ ìóñóëüìàíàìè è ïîìîãëè
âðàãàì èç Ìåêêè, íàïàâøèõ íà ìóñóëüìàí â áèòâå ïðè Àëü-Õàíäàêå.

Èñëàì î ìèðå

Ìèð äëÿ èñëàìà � ýòî, ïðåæäå âñåãî, îñíîâà âçàèìîîòíîøå-
íèé ìåæäó ìóñóëüìàíàìè è ïðåäñòàâèòåëÿìè äðóãèõ ðåëèãèé.
Ñóðû, ïðèçûâàþùèå ìóñóëüìàí áîðîòüñÿ ïðîòèâ äðóãèõ, ñâÿçàíû ñ
èñòîðè÷åñêèì, ãåîãðàôè÷åñêèì, ðåëèãèîçíûì, ñîöèàëüíûì è ïîëè-
òè÷åñêèì êîíòåêñòîì. Ïîñëåäíèé íàãëÿäíî ïîêàçûâàåò, ÷òî ìóñóëü-
ìàíå ñðàæàëèñü òîëüêî â öåëÿõ ñàìîîáîðîíû èëè äëÿ òîãî, ÷òîáû
ïðåäîòâðàòèòü âîéíó ïðîòèâ ñåáÿ. Ñàìî ñëîâî èñëàì íåñåò â ñåáå
ìèð. Âî âñåõ ñåìèòñêèõ ÿçûêàõ 3 ãëàâíûå áóêâû ýòîãî ñëîâà (Ñ, Ë è
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Ì) îçíà÷àþò ìèð, áåçîïàñíîñòü è çàùèòó. Ìèð â èñëàìå ñâÿùåíåí �
ñ íèì ñâÿçàíî îäíî èç èìåí Àëëàõà, êîòîðîå óïîìèíàåòñÿ â Êîðàíå
âìåñòå ñî ñâÿòûì èìåíåì «�Îí ñâÿò�Îí ìèð äàðèò» 59/23. Íî÷ü
ïîÿâëåíèÿ Êîðàíà íàçâàëè íî÷üþ ìèðà (È â ýòó íî÷ü äî ïîÿâëåíèÿ
çàðè ìèð âîöàðèòñÿ íà âñåé çåìëå 97/5), è â èñëàìå, äàáû ïîä-
÷åðêíóòü ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèå ìèðà íà Çåìëå, ñëîâî ìèð óïîìèíàåòñÿ â
êàæäîé ìîëèòâå è çâó÷èò â êà÷åñòâå ïðèâåòñòâèÿ ó ìóñóëüìàí: «Ìèð
òåáå».

Ïîíÿòèå äæèõàäà â ó÷åáíèêàõ èñòîðèè â íåêîòîðûõ ñòðà-
íàõ.

Â îäíîé èç ãëàâ ó÷åáíèêà ïî èñòîðèè äëÿ 9 êëàññà óçáåêñêèõ øêîë,
ïîñâÿùåííîé èñëàìó, ãîâîðèòñÿ: «â 7-ì è 8-ì ââ. ìóñóëüìàíå îáû÷-
íî ïðèçûâàëè íåâåðíûõ íà ïóòü Ãîñïîäåíü ìóäðîñòüþ è äîá-
ðûì íàñòàâëåíüåì, ò.å. ïðèíÿòü èñëàì».

Â ðîññèéñêèõ ó÷åáíèêàõ äæèõàä ïðåäñòàâëåí êàê ñòîëï èñëàìà è
ñâÿùåííàÿ âîéíà âî èìÿ ðåëèãèè. Â íèõ òàêæå óòâåðæäàåòñÿ, ÷òî èñ-
ëàì ïîçâîëÿåò ñâîèì ïîñëåäîâàòåëÿì îðãàíèçîâûâàòü ñâÿùåííûå
âîéíû ïðîòèâ íåâåðíûõ, à òàêæå òî, ÷òî ìóñóëüìàíå âûìàíèâàþò ñâîèõ
ïðîòèâíèêîâ, à çàòåì óáèâàþò, è òàêèì îáðàçîì èçáàâëÿþòñÿ îò íèõ.

Èññëåäîâàíèå âîïðîñà äæèõàäà â ó÷åáíèêàõ Ôðàíöèè è äðó-
ãèõ ñòðàí èçäàííûõ äî 2005 ã.

Â âûøåóêàçàííûõ ó÷åáíèêàõ äæèõàä ðàññìàòðèâàåòñÿ òîëüêî ñ
òî÷êè çðåíèÿ âîéíû, à ïðîðîê Ìóõàììåä ïðåäñòàâëåí è âîâñå êàê
ðàçæèãàòåëü àãðåññèè, êîòîðûé ñèëîé íàñàæäàåò èñëàì.

Íåêîòîðûå ñóðû ïðèâîäÿòñÿ áåç ïîÿñíåíèé è âíå êîíòåêñòà, âñëåä-
ñòâèå ÷åãî ïðåïîäàâàòåëè è ó÷àùèåñÿ ìîãóò èõ íåïðàâèëüíî èñòîëêî-
âàòü. Îò÷àñòè ýòî ìîæíî îáúÿñíèòü íåòî÷íûìè ïåðåâîäàìè àðàáñêèõ
òåêñòîâ èëè ññûëêîé íà íåäîñòîâåðíûå èñòî÷íèêè. Ñóùåñòâóåò òåíäåí-
öèÿ ê ïðåäñòàâëåíèþ èñëàìñêîãî äæèõàäà êàê àãðåññèè èëè ñâÿùåííîé
âîéíû, íàïðàâëåííîé íà ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèå è çàùèòó èñëàìà.

 Â ðàçäåëå «Ðàñøèðåíèå ìóñóëüìàíñêîãî ìèðà» ìîæíî ïðî÷èòàòü:
«Çàêîíû èñëàìà ðàçðåøàþò âîéíó, åñëè îíà ñïîñîáñòâóåò çàùèòå è
ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèþ èñëàìà. Ýòî ñâÿùåííàÿ âîéíà».

Âîçíèêàåò âîïðîñ, êàê òàêàÿ ïðîöâåòàþùàÿ öèâèëèçàöèÿ ìîãëà
ðîäèòüñÿ èç «íåõîðîøåé» ðåëèãèè è äàòü ïîëîæèòåëüíûå ïëîäû.

Ðåçóëüòàòû èññëåäîâàíèÿ äàííîãî ó÷åáíèêà èñòîðèè (1997 ã.) áûëè
îòïðàâëåíû èçäàòåëÿì. Äðóãîå èññëåäîâàíèå òîãî æå ó÷åáíèêà áûëî
ïðîâåäåíî ïåðåä èçäàíèåì  2001 ã. ñ ó÷åòîì äèàëîãà êóëüòóð. Ðåçóëü-
òàòû ýòèõ èññëåäîâàíèé áûëè îáñóæäåíû ñ ëèöàìè, îòâåòñòâåííûìè
çà îáðàçîâàíèå âî Ôðàíöèè. Ïåðåä âûïóñêîì ó÷åáíèêà â 2005 ã, ñ
íèìè áûëè îçíàêîìëåíû è ñàìè èçäàòåëè.
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Ñðàâíèòåëüíûé àíàëèç èçäàíèé 1997 ã. è 2001 ã. ïîêàçàë, ÷òî â
ó÷åáíèêè áûëè âíåñåíû íåêîòîðûå èñïðàâëåíèÿ.

Íèæå ïðèâîäÿòñÿ ðåçóëüòàòû èññëåäîâàíèÿ êîíöåïöèè äæèõàäà
âî ôðàíöóçñêèõ øêîëüíûõ ó÷åáíèêàõ (ïðîöåíòíîå ñîîòíîøåíèå
îøèáîê è âíåñåííûõ èñïðàâëåíèé â èçäàíèÿõ 1997, 2001, 2005 ãã).

1 � 100% îøèáîê â ó÷åáíèêàõ äëÿ 5-ãî êëàññà (èçäàíèå 1997 ã.).
2 � à) 71,4% îøèáîê â ó÷åáíèêàõ äëÿ 2-ãî è 5-ãî êëàññîâ (èçäàíèå

2001 ã.).
á) 21,4% ÷àñòè÷íûõ èñïðàâëåíèé â ó÷åáíèêàõ äëÿ 2-ãî è 5-ãî êëàñ-

ñîâ (èçäàíèå 2001 ã.).
ñ) 7,1% èñïðàâëåíèé â ó÷åáíèêàõ äëÿ 2-ãî è 5-ãî êëàññîâ (èçäàíèå

2001 ã.).
3 � à) 37,5% èñïðàâëåíèé â ó÷åáíèêàõ äëÿ 2-ãî è 5-ãî êëàññîâ

(èçäàíèå 2005 ã. âûøåóêàçàííûõ ó÷åáíèêîâ).
á) 37,5% îøèáîê â ó÷åáíèêàõ äëÿ 2-ãî è 5-ãî êëàññîâ (èçäàíèå

2005 ã.).
ñ) 25% ÷àñòè÷íûõ èñïðàâëåíèé â ó÷åáíèêàõ äëÿ 2-ãî è 5-ãî êëàñ-

ñîâ (èçäàíèå 2005 ã.).
Àíàëèç ó÷åáíèêîâ äëÿ 2-ãî è 5-ãî êëàññîâ èçäàíèÿ 2005 ã. ïîêà-

çàë, ÷òî ïðîöåíòíîå êîëè÷åñòâî èñïðàâëåííûõ êîíöåïöèé äæèõàäà
ðàâíî êîëè÷åñòâó íåïðàâèëüíîãî ïðåäñòàâëåíèÿ äàííîé êîíöåïöèè.
Â îáîèõ ñëó÷àÿõ ýòî ÷èñëî äîñòèãëî 37,5 %. Ïðîöåíòíîå êîëè÷åñòâî
÷àñòè÷íûõ èñïðàâëåíèé äîñòèãëî 25 %.

Èññëåäîâàíèå ïîêàçûâàåò îòðèöàòåëüíûé îáðàç ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèÿ
èñëàìà âî Ôðàíöèè, è îáúåêòèâíûé îáðàç â ßïîíèè, è ñàìûé áåñïðè-
ñòðàñòíûé îáðàç â Âåëèêîáðèòàíèè è ÑØÀ.

Îáðàç èñëàìî-àðàáñêîé êóëüòóðû â ÿïîíñêèõ ó÷åáíèêàõ ñâèäå-
òåëüñòâóåò îá îáúåêòèâíîì îòíîøåíèè ê èñëàìó è ìóñóëüìàíàì.

� 90% ó÷åáíèêîâ äëÿ áðèòàíñêèõ øêîë äàþò îáúåêòèâíîå ïðåä-
ñòàâëåíèå îá èñëàìå, àðàáàõ è ìóñóëüìàíàõ âîîáùå â îòëè÷èå îò
ÑØÀ, ãäå ýòî ÷èñëî ñîñòàâëÿåò 73%.

� Âî Ôðàíöèè æå áîëåå ïîëîâèíû âñåõ ó÷åáíèêîâ äàþò îòðèöà-
òåëüíîå ïðåäñòàâëåíèå îá èñëàìå, àðàáàõ è ìóñóëüìàíàõ âîîáùå.
Ïðè ýòîì, àâòîðû íå îáðàùàþò âíèìàíèå íà óñïåøíûå èññëåäîâà-
íèÿ èçäàíèé 1997, 2001 è 2005 ãã. Ðåçóëüòàòû ýòèõ èññëåäîâàíèé è
ðàçëè÷íûå ïðåäëîæåíèÿ áûëè îòäàíû íà ðàññìîòðåíèå èçäàòåëÿì.

Ïåðåðàáîòêà íåêîòîðûõ ó÷åáíèêîâ äëÿ ãðå÷åñêèõ øêîë (èçäàíèÿ
2006 ã.): äâóõëåòíÿÿ ïîäãîòîâèòåëüíàÿ øêîëà, ó÷åáíèêè ïî èñòîðèè
Ñðåäíèõ âåêîâ è Íîâåéøåé èñòîðèè. Â ïåðåðàáîòàííîå èçäàíèå àâ-
òîðû âêëþ÷èëè ñóðó èç Êîðàíà, â êîòîðîé ãîâîðèòñÿ îá îòíîøåíèè
èñëàìà ê äæèõàäó (2:190).
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Áûë ëè ïðîðîê Ìóõàììåä âîåííûì ëèäåðîì?

Ïîìèìî âñåãî ïðî÷åãî, àâòîðû ó÷åáíèêîâ ïðåäñòàâëÿþò ïðîðîêà
Ìóõàììåäà òîëüêî ëèøü êàê âîåííîãî ëèäåðà, ò.å. êîíöåíòðèðóþò
âíèìàíèå íà âîåííîé êàíâå òåêñòà, îñòàâëÿÿ áåç âíèìàíèÿ òåêñòóàëü-
íûé, èñòîðè÷åñêèé, ãåîãðàôè÷åñêèé, ñîöèàëüíûé, êóëüòóðíûé è ïîëè-
òè÷åñêèé ñìûñë.

Íåêîòîðûå äðóãèå êîíöåïöèè, èñêàæåííûå â ó÷åáíèêàõ

Ìíîãèå èññëåäîâàòåëè îáíàðóæèëè, ÷òî íåêîòîðûå èñëàìñêèå îï-
ðåäåëåíèÿ â ó÷åáíèêàõ âûøåóêàçàííûõ ñòðàí äàþòñÿ íåòî÷íî. Ýòî
êàñàåòñÿ íå òîëüêî êîíöåïöèè äæèõàäà, íî è Êîðàíà, øàðèàòà, ïðàâ
æåíùèíû, õàëèôàòà, ×åðíîãî êàìíÿ, Îòêðîâåíèÿ è èñëàìà êàê ðå-
ëèãèè ïîñëóøàíèÿ â îòðèöàòåëüíîì ñìûñëå. Êðîìå òîãî, èñëàì, àðà-
áû è âñå ìóñóëüìàíå ñîîòíîñÿòñÿ ñ îòñòàëîñòüþ è íåâåæåñòâîì.

Ïîíÿòèå èñëàìà

Â øêîëüíûõ ó÷åáíèêàõ èñëàì ïðåäñòàâëåí êàê ðåëèãèÿ ïîñëóøà-
íèÿ, ïðè ýòîì íå äàåòñÿ íèêàêèõ ïîÿñíåíèé.

Ìóñóëüìàíèí � íå çíà÷èò ïîñëóøíûé â îòðèöàòåëüíîì ñìûñëå,
ò.ê. äëÿ èñëàìà áûòü ìóñóëüìàíèíîì � çíà÷èò îòâå÷àòü çà ñâîè ïî-
ñòóïêè.

×åðíûé êàìåíü � â íåêîòîðûõ ó÷åáíèêàõ óïîìèíàåòñÿ, ÷òî äî
ïðèõîäà èñëàìà îí áûë îäíèì èç èäîëîâ, ñòîÿâøèé ó Êààáû â öåíò-
ðàëüíîé Ìåêêå.

Õàëèôàò � â ó÷åáíèêàõ îí âñå åùå îïðåäåëÿåòñÿ êàê ðåëèãèîç-
íàÿ è ïîëèòè÷åñêàÿ âëàñòü â ìóñóëüìàíñêîì ìèðå. Îäíàêî, â îòëè-
÷èå îò öåðêîâíîé âëàñòè õðèñòèàíñòâà, â èñëàìå òàêîå ÿâëåíèå îò-
ñóòñòâóåò. Ïåðâûé õàëèô Àáó Áàêð ÷åòêî îáîçíà÷èë ñâîþ ïîëèòè÷åñêóþ
äåÿòåëüíîñòü êàê õàëèô.

Ïîëîæåíèå æåíùèíû â èñëàìå � â ó÷åáíèêàõ îíî îïðåäåëÿåòñÿ
êàê âòîðîñòåïåííîå ïîñëå ìóæ÷èíû. Îäíàêî ïîëîæåíèå æåíùèíû-
ìóñóëüìàíêè äîëæíî ñðàâíèâàòüñÿ ñ åå ïîëîæåíèåì äî ïðèõîäà
èñëàìà, êîãäà îíà áûëà ëèøåíà ñâîáîäû.

Íåêîòîðûå ïðàâèòåëüñòâà è ïðåäñòàâèòåëè ñôåðû îáðàçîâàíèÿ
òàêèõ åâðîïåéñêèõ ñòðàí, êàê Ôðàíöèÿ, Ãðåöèÿ, Âåíãðèÿ è íåêîòî-
ðûõ àôðèêàíñêèõ, íàïðèìåð, Ñåíåãàë è Áåíèí îñîçíàëè è îòìåòèëè
âàæíîñòü ïåðåñìîòðà è êîððåêòèðîâêè îøèáîê â øêîëüíûõ ó÷åáíè-
êàõ ïðè èõ ñëåäóþùåì èçäàíèè.
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Ðàçíîñòîðîííèé àíàëèç îáðàçà èñëàìî-àðàáñêîé êóëüòóðû
â äðóãèõ ó÷åáíèêàõ

Ïðè òàêîì àíàëèçå íåîáõîäèìî òàêæå ïðèíèìàòü âî âíèìàíèå äðó-
ãèå ïðåäìåòû, íàïðèìåð, ãåîãðàôèþ, îáùåñòâåííûå äèñöèïëèíû,
ëèòåðàòóðó, à òàêæå êíèãè ïî ãðàììàòèêå àðàáñêîãî ÿçûêà, êîòîðûå
ó÷àò îáðàçöîâîìó ÷òåíèþ ñ óäàðåíèåì íà îñîáûõ ãëàãîëàõ òèïà «óáèòü»
è «ðàçðóøèòü». Ýòè ñëîâà íåñóò îòðèöàòåëüíûé ñìûñë è îòòåíîê. Íî â
ó÷åáíèêàõ ïî ãðàììàòèêå ôðàíöóçñêîãî è àíãëèéñêîãî ÿçûêîâ ïîä-
÷åðêèâàþòñÿ òàêèå «ïîëîæèòåëüíûå» ñëîâà, êàê «ëþáëþ» è ò.ï. Êðî-
ìå òîãî, íóæíî ðàññìîòðåòü è ñîöèàëüíûé, ýêîíîìè÷åñêèé, íàöèî-
íàëüíûé, ïîëèòè÷åñêèé è âîåííûé ïîäòåêñò. Ýòè èññëåäîâàíèÿ áóäóò
ïîäñïîðüåì â êîëëåêòèâíîé ðàáîòå ñïåöèàëèñòîâ (êîíôåðåíöèè, ñèì-
ïîçèóìû è ò.ä.).

Ðåçóëüòàòû îáçîðà ó÷åáíèêîâ èñòîðèè â åâðîïåéñêèõ è íåêîòî-
ðûõ äðóãèõ ñòðàíàõ íåîáõîäèìî îáñóæäàòü â ïðîöåññå êîëëåêòèâ-
íîé ðàáîòû âìåñòå ñ ïðåäñòàâèòåëÿìè ìèíèñòåðñòâà îáðàçîâàíèÿ,
îòâå÷àþùèõ çà ïðåïîäàâàíèå èñòîðèè â øêîëàõ. Êðîìå òîãî, íóæíî
ïðèâëåêàòü ê îáñóæäåíèþ è ñàìèõ àâòîðîâ, íåêîòîðûõ ïðåïîäàâàòå-
ëåé-èñòîðèêîâ, ïðåäñåäàòåëåé àññîöèàöèé ó÷èòåëåé ïî ïîäãîòîâèòåëü-
íûì è ñðåäíèì øêîëàì, ðàâíî êàê è îòâåòñòâåííûõ èçäàòåëåé â âû-
øåóêàçàííûõ ñòðàíàõ. Òàêèì îáðàçîì, ýêñïåðòû äîëæíû áóäóò
îòñëåæèâàòü âîçíèêàþùèå îøèáêè, èñêàæåíèÿ è ñîîáùàòü î íèõ îò-
âåòñòâåííûì ëèöàì ïî ýëåêòðîííîé ïî÷òå. Íîâîå èçäàíèå ó÷åáíèêîâ
ñòàíåò ðåçóëüòàòîì èññëåäîâàòåëüñêîé ðàáîòû è ïåðåðàáîòêè.

Çàêëþ÷åíèå

Åâðîïåéñêèå ó÷åíûå è àâòîðû ó÷åáíèêîâ íå ìîãóò ðàçëè÷èòü ó÷å-
íèå è ïðèíöèïû èñëàìà ñ îäíîé ñòîðîíû, è ïîâåäåíèå íåêîòîðûõ ìó-
ñóëüìàí, ñ äðóãîé. Êàæåòñÿ, ÷òî îíè çàáûëè î òîì, ÷òî èñëàì � ýòî
ðåëèãèÿ ìèðà.

Ïðåäñòàâëåíèå äæèõàäà â ó÷åáíèêàõ èñòîðèè ñ òî÷êè çðåíèÿ ðà-
äèêàëèçìà ìîæåò ïðèâåñòè ê òîìó, ÷òî îí áóäåò àññîöèèðîâàòüñÿ ñ
òåððîðèçìîì. À ýòî, â ñâîþ î÷åðåäü, ïîñïîñîáñòâóåò òîìó, ÷òî òåð-
ðîðèñòû áóäóò âåðáîâàòü ñòóäåíòîâ-ìóñóëüìàí, îñîáåííî èç ÷èñëà
òåõ, êòî òàê è íå ñìîã ïîëó÷èòü îáðàçîâàíèå â Åâðîïå èëè ÑØÀ.

Ìèð âåäåò áîðüáó ïðîòèâ òåððîðèçìà, êîòîðûé óíîñèò æèçíè òû-
ñÿ÷ íåâèííûõ ëþäåé. Îäíàêî øêîëå òðåáóåòñÿ íå ïðèçûâ ê âîéíå, à
îáó÷åíèå ìèðó, êîòîðîå äîëæíî íà÷àòüñÿ ñ ââåäåíèÿ ïðàâèëüíûõ
ïðåäñòàâëåíèé î äðóãèõ íàðîäàõ è èõ êóëüòóðå, ÷òîáû âîñïèòàòü òåð-
ïèìûõ, ìèðîëþáèâûõ è ñîñòðàäàòåëüíûõ ãðàæäàí.


